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Touché Win Crowns 
Congratulations to the new 2013 
International Queens of Harmony, Touché - 
Patty Cobb Baker, Gina Baker, Jan Anton 
and Kim McCormic. 
  

In November, about 6,000 attended the 66th 
annual Sweet Adeline International 
Convention in Denver, Colorado. More than 
65 quartets and 40 choruses competed in five 
contests over the course of the week. 
  

Touché represents Regions 9, 11, 21 and 24 
and hails from Long Beach, Portland, Tampa 
and DeLand, Florida. 

The 2013 International Champion Chorus is 
North Metro of Region 16, Toronto, 
Onatrio, Canada - Director, June Dale. 
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PRESERVATION Staff Changes 
Last issue we accepted the gift of graphic design and layout by 

Kelly Andrews of Indianapolis.  
  

He did a fantastic job. However, we’re just a glutton for 
punishment and decided we’d go back to laying it out 

ourselves again to save time. Apologies to Kelly. 
  

This issue we welcome additions of  
Matthew Beals and Leo Larivee  

to our fact checkers / proofreaders. 
  

Yes, we need four now! 



Victoria Leigh Soto  
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Victoria Leigh Soto was the cousin of 
Noemi Soto Guyton, wife of Brandon 
Guyton, baritone of Four Voices (2002 
champs) and Crossroads (2009 champs). 
Tragically, she was one of the teachers killed 
in the Sandy Hook, Connecticut Elementary 
School shootings. 
 
On December 14, 2012, Soto was teaching 
her first grade class when the gunman forced 
his way into the school and began shooting 
staff and students. Soto hid several children 
in a closet, and when he entered her 
classroom, Soto told him the children were in 
the auditorium. When several children ran 
from their hiding places, he began shooting 
the students. Soto was shot after she “threw 
herself in front of her first grade students.” 
Victoria is hailed as a hero. She was 27. 

Border Patrol / Recruits Win 
The 2013 Society Mid-Winter Convention 
was held in Orlando, Florida, January 8-13th 
at the beautiful Rosen Shingle Creek 
Resort. The venue was outstanding and 
received rave reviews from all who attended. 
 
Our new Seniors Quartet champs for 2013 
are Border Patrol (Bobby Gibson, Bob 
Fuest, Ron Mason and Alan Baker) from 
Mt. Hope, Ontario. 

  
The Youth Chorus Festival was the best to 
date with The Recruits winning and 
receiving the Audience Favorite Award as 
well. They were directed by Jonny Moroni. 
  

A highlight was the Champs Deliver! Show 
Friday night with Crossroads, The Buzz and 
a rare appearance of the retired Gas House 
Gang (1993 champs) with Brandon Guyton 
on bari. Also performing that weekend were 
A Mighty Wind, Lemon Squeezy, Musical 
Island Boys, Main Street, Rusty Pipes, 
Masterpiece, Liberty Voices (8-part group 
from Disneyworld) and current champs 
Ringmasters. 
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In Memory of 
Clay Shumard 
C l a s o n  " C l a y " 
Shumard, age 71, 
passed away Saturday, 
October 27th after a 7-
year battle with cancer. 
  

Clay’s singing career 
began in his high 
school’s competition 
choir and continued at the University of 
Detroit. He later served as vocalist for the 
Peter Palmer Band. After discovering 
barbershop singing, he was a member of 
several quartets in Michigan, Indiana and 
Tennessee, most notably the Vagabonds 
(2nd place at International competition in 
1976). Clay was also the original bari of The 
Ritz before they won the gold in 1991. 
  

He also directed the Great Lakes Chorus in 
Grand Rapids in the 1970s and 1980s. His 
“day jobs” included positions with Michigan 
Peer Review Organization and most recently 
with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. 
  

A memorial service was held on Saturday, 
November 17th. 

75 Year Logo Has a Secret 
Have you seen the dynamic logo promoting 
the 75th year of our Society?  Pretty, isn’t it.  
We think so. 
  

But there’s a hidden “Easter Egg” (pardon 
the video game lingo). 
  

The logo was designed by Greg Backwell of 
London, Ontario. It is a fitting locale, seeing 
as this year’s convention is in his neck of the 
woods. It’s also fitting because he was the 
tenor of the fabulous Nighthawks quartet of 
the Ontario District (see special article this 
issue). 
  

Look closely at the logo. Do you see it yet? 
  

Greg is a professional graphic artist and has 
done many outstanding works of art and 
trophies over the past 50 years. 
 
You see it now, don’t you? 
 
Greg is famous for hiding little treasurers in 
his work. This one is no different. 
 
There it is, Got it? 
 
Inside the logo nestled in the upper left and 
right, are the letters “O” and “C”. Of course, 
he’s paying tribute to our beloved Founder, 
O.C. Cash. 
 
Cool, ain’t it? 
 
Now when you wear this logo on a t-shirt or 
get a souvenir mug from the Society’s 
Harmony MarketPlace – you’ll be saluting 
our rich history, our Founder and the 75th 
year. 
 

http://www.harmonymarketplace.com/bahaso75an.html 
 
Well played Mr. Backwell, well played. 
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A Treasure Hunt Beneath the 
Sidewalks of New York 

shop gold: stacks of original letters, 
telegrams, show programs and brochures all 
pertaining to these contests. 
   

They were called the American Ballads 
Contest for Amateur Barber Shop 
Quartets and started in 1935 (three years 
before O.C. Cash founded SPEBSQSA). 
Eighty quartets emerged to compete that 
year, all of them wearing “Gay Nineties” 
attire and singing classic barbershop tunes. 
During the final round in Central Park, 
15,000 people attended to hear songs of an 
old New York that was rapidly fading away. 
The contest was such a success that it 
became an annual New York tradition into 
the late ‘60s. 
   
In the early days of the New York contests - 
even after SPEBSQSA had formed - the New 
York barbershop scene was still the largest in 
America. In fact, it wasn’t long before O.C. 
Cash reached out to Moses and LaGuardia 
and encouraged them to found the New York 
City Chapter #1. 
  
Their amiable relationship reached a fever 
pitch at the 1940 New York World’s Fair 
when quartets traveled across the country to  
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It all began when I heard the rumor that so 
many of us have heard before: Back before 
SPEBSQSA was founded, New York City’s 
Park Commissioner Robert Moses and 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia hosted 
barbershop quartet contests in Central Park. I 
wanted to know more, so I cast my reel out 
and got to fishing. Instead of pulling up a 
small bass, I hooked a whale. 
  
My casual perusing of New York Times 
articles led me to the deep waters of the New 
York Parks Department. There the current 
tugged me deeper into the murky stacks of 
the City’s Municipal Archives. From there a 
bit of a whirlpool situation came about and 
I’ve since been swirling many fathoms deep 
in the Rare Manuscripts Room of the New  
York Public Library. To make a long story 
short, I uncovered a treasure trove of barber- 
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Judges for the 1940 Contest - Robert Moses (2nd from left) 
Mayor LaGuardia (3rd from left). Rupert Hall can be seen 

looking on behind Moses. 
Photo Courtesy of New York Public Library  

The Bay City Four of Brooklyn win the FIRST contest in 
1935. Mayor LaGuardia presents shaving mugs. J. Bailey 
Harvey is second from right. He became a contest judge and 
Manhattan Chapter director. Behind are Moses, Al Smith and 

Sig Spaeth (face obscured) 

by Matthew Beals 
Baritone/Historian, Voices of Gotham 
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compete in SPEBSQSA’s 
2nd National Contest for 
Barber Shop Quartets. 
(remember, before we 
called it “International”, it 
was called “National.”) 
After the finals, the 
relationship between O.C. 
Cash and the New 
Yorkers would hit a devastating obstacle - 
and the story only gets more interesting from 
there. 
  

As I sift through these forgotten treasures, 
I’m piecing together the story of the New 
York barbershop revival as it blossomed. 
Along the way, I’ve found some astonishing 
artifacts.  
  
To name just a few, I uncovered a 1940s 
WNYC recording of a Central Park Finals 
contest, dozens of photographs of pre-society 
quartets, an original 1935 “Grand Prize” 
Shaving Mug awarded by Mayor LaGuardia 
and a Paramount Newsreel of the 2nd 
National Contest featuring sound footage of 
our 1940 champs, the Flat Foot Four! 
 
The article that was supposed to be here may 
be turning into a book. I’m excited to share it 
with all of you. 

Trivia Question Resolved –            
                                            Maybe 
Part of the enjoyment of being your Society 
Historian is fielding the many trivia 
questions thrown our way. Some are truly 
trivial (but fun) and some have historic 
relevance. All we try to resolve as best we 
can. I must tell you that I have a GREAT 
team of dedicated experts helping me and 
many more I can call at a moment’s notice. 
 
We got this question a few years ago: 
Who was the FIRST Barbershopper to “win 
International as a director of a chorus and 
as a quartet singer in the same year?”  
 

This question came 
after  our 2009 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Convention, after Dr. 
Jim Henry won gold 
as director of the 
Ambassadors of 

Harmony and as bass with Crossroads. 
 
In some respects he may be the first – 
HOWEVER .. 
 
Scott Werner won the 
International Seniors 
Q u a r t e t  C o n t e s t 
(Reminisce) and directed 
t h e  A l e x a n d r i a 
Harmonizers to win the 
International Chorus 
Contest in 1995. Indeed the quartet contests 
between the two differ but some suggest 
Scotty got there first. Both, however, are 
unquestionably international quartet contests. 
 
Our PRESERVATION proofreader and trivia 
czar Bob Sutton offers this; 
“In the previous issue, reader, champion 
director and bass Dr. Jim Henry had asked if  
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The Flat Foot Four sing “Oh Joe” for the Paramount News 
film cameras. Until now, no one had seen motion picture 

footage (with SOUND) of our 1940 Champs! 

Harvey’s 1935 Mug 
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Trivia - Continued from previous page 
 
he were the first man to win 
International gold as a 
director and singer in the 
same year, in Dr. Jim's case, 
with Crossroads and the 
Ambassadors of Harmony in 
2009).” 
 
“I answered that he indeed was, which was 
correct as the question was originally 
phrased to me separately by Jim. Obviously 
if the question were asked as I stated it 
above, we would have included the first man 
to win “International gold as a director and 
singer in the same year”, who was the 
legendary Scott Werner -- as lead of the 
International Seniors Quartet Champion in 
1995 (Reminisce) and then going on a few 
months later to direct his third of four gold 
medal choruses, the 1995 champion 
Alexandria Harmonizers. Having sung in all 
four of those champion choruses under Scott, 
and as an undying admirer of the man and 
the myth, I'm proud to offer the 
clarification.” 
 
 

Barbershop-Themed Slot Machine Sings 

Buddy Can You Spare a Dime? 
Adapted from an article by  
Darryl McEwen/Atlantic City Insiders 
 

Can you imagine the 
surprise seeing this 
Barbershop-Themed 
Slot Machine at a 
casino? Lori Landi of 
Huntington, NY found 
it on the gaming floor 
of Atlantic City’s 
Revel Casino. Lori is 
a Sweet Adeline and 
active member of the 

Greater Nassau Chorus.  
  
“BARBERSHOP” is the name of a new 
penny slot machine by Australian 
manufacturer Aristocrat Technologies.  
  
The game is a traditional video slot that 
replaced the old familiar icons of cherries 
and apples with some other icons: a barber 
chair, a bottle of tonic, a cash register and a 
razor strap. 
  
As the wheels spin, the wild card image is a 
barbershop quartet whose members tip their 
straw hats to you when they appear, if you 
don’t win but are willing to throw down the 
extra money to play the “Barber’s Bonus.”  
You can find these games at the Resorts near 
the box office, not far from the Star Player’s 
Club desk. At Revel they are located across 
from the Flair Bar, one row from the 
opposite wall. 
 
Lori DID play this 
machine but ... (sigh) ... 
LOST. She reports “They 
even SING!” 
 

Volume 4, No. 1 January 2013 

ALL SING - Down in Jungle Town a honeymoon is comin’ 
soon. You can hear a serenade (a serenade) to a pretty 

monkey (pretty little monkey) maid. Man in jungle land a 
chimpanzee sings thru the trees. I'll be true to the monkey 

doddle do way down in Jungle Town 

Trivia Czar  
Bob Sutton 
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Recently we were contacted by Bob Eamigh 
of the Fredericksburg, VA chapter concerning 
a long-time member, Donald Conway. 
Donald is a dual member of the 
Fredericksburg and Culpeper, Virginia 
chapters. 
 
Don believed the number of years of Society 
membership showing on his card was 
incorrect (about 40). He believed he should 
have more. 
 
After some research by Bob, he was able to 
confirm Don joined in 1954 and he should, 
indeed, have 59 years of membership. 
Thanks to the fine work of Becca Box in our 
headquarters in Nashville, a new card was 
printed and mailed to Don. 
 
Bob picks up the story, “Mr. Conway needed 
to do some shopping. I volunteered to drive 
him and before we came home, he suggested 

“I have something I want to discuss with 
you.” I agreed to stop at Starbucks and he 
insisted that he pay for both of our drinks. 
When we got to our table, he could barely 
control his enthusiasm. He began by taking 
his new revised membership cards out of his 
wallet and handing them to me, saying, “did 
you have anything to do with this?”  
  

I told him I had located enough info in those 
items he had saved to confirm his years of 
service. Naturally, he was elated and thanked 
me profusely. 
  

I told him how much I enjoyed the 
opportunity of rummaging through all those 
old publications, periodicals, and magazines. 
  

In addition to the revised membership cards, 
he also received his 50-year pin. The pin was 
presented to him at a dinner in his honor on 
October 23, 2012, which was attended by 19 
fellow barbershoppers and guests. 
  

Don is doing quite 
well, but due to 
family health issues, 
he is not able to 
attend as many 
b a r b e r s h o p 
rehearsals as he 
would like. 
 
Thanks to Bob for 
watching over one of 
his chapter’s most important members. 
 
 
 

The Moral of the Story – Remember your 
veteran members – it’ll make their day. 
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Card Updated - Pin Presented 

Conway Recognized For His  
60 Years of Society Membership 

Don Conway proudly accepts his certificate and  
50-year pin from friend Bob Eamigh 
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Rare Four Renegades  
Tintype Found 

This newly uncovered image makes our 1965 
quartet champs look a lot more vintage than 
they were. I asked the last surviving member, 
bass Tom Felgen, the story behind this posed 
shot. 
  

“Wow! I was just looking at that pic the 
other day! It’s actually a sepia-toned tintype 
made at Six Flags of St Louis about 1970 or 
so. We were doing several shows for them 
and during some free time we wandered the 
park and found this old-time photo studio 
with all sorts of costumes to wear. We started 
playing around and they took our picture.” 
  

“You know, Grady, I really can't believe that 
any other quartet had more fun together than 
the Four Renegades during our 16-year run. 
We averaged over 40 shows a year and 
continued to be excited to be together on 
each and every show.” 
  

“Our 50th is coming up at the convention at 
Pittsburgh in 2015. That's going to be a 
tough time for me! I really miss Buzz, Jim 
and Ben!” 

The HIT at Mid-Winter in Orlando earlier 
this month was the appearance of the Gas 
House Gang (1993 champs) Brandon 
Guyton on bari, Jim Henry, Rich Knight 
and Kipp Buckner. 
  
This was the first time they have sung 
together in many years. Original bari Rob 
Henry died September 4, 2003 at the age of 
42 and the quartet retired soon afterwards.  
  
Many commented on how incredible Rich’s 
lead voice is – STILL. 
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Together Again 

Will YOU Be There? 

Mug Expert Tours Headquarters 
Mike Griffin of Lake Luzerne, New York 
was in Nashville and toured our 
headquarters. He was most interested in our 
mug collection. He valued the varied 
collection we have and presented a gift to 
CEO Marty Monson. Mike is the president 
of the National Saving Mug Collectors 
Association (NSMCA). 
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Letters to the Letters to the 
EditorEditor  
 
DeAnna Lees Berg 
daughter of Gordie Lees -  
bari Gala Lads ’62 Champs 
Thank you SO much for the CD. How nice to 
sit in the comfort of our home and watch the 
beautiful tribute you prepared in the Gala 
Lads honor. I have to admit it brought tears 
to my eyes, especially when I heard Gordie 

singing his solo parts. 
Those were fabulous, fun 
and happy years, and our 
lives were filled with 
music. 
 

Thank you again for everything. I hope you 
got as much out of it as we did. I know you 
worked hard on this project and deserve to 
pat yourself on the back for a job well done. 
 
 
Mark Ortenburger 
Minneapolis Commodores 
Congratulations, another outstanding issue of 
Preservation. I was particularly interested in 
your piece on The Wheaties Quartet. I put 
together our 2011 Annual Show - The Magic 
That Was Radio - that included one of our 
own quartets singing the Wheaties 
commercial. I've included our show program 
that has a write up on pages 2 & 3 about the 
important role this historic quartet played in 
literally saving the Wheaties brand for 
General Mills. It's also interesting to note 
that several members of the original 
Wheaties Quartet were members of the 
Minneapolis Commodores. 
 
Thanks again for the great work you're doing 
to keep our history alive. 

Glen Ingram - Always Barily a Bass 
When I saw the 
Barbershop scene 
photos in your latest 
Preservation issue I 
thought someone 
had swiped the 
photo, that hangs 
prominently over my bookcase, that my son-
in-law gave me years ago. Upon closer 
viewing I realized they were other, very 
similar and popular memories pictures. I 
enclose a shot of mine. 
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75th Anniversary Video Released 
Be sure to check out this super video done by 
Society AV man, Aaron Johnson, to 
promote the 75 year convention in Toronto. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUL-GoTLRWA&feature=youtu.be 
 

It actually features the uniforms we 
displayed in 1988 in San Antonio to promote 
the HUGE historical exhibit we’ll have in 
Toronto. 

Moon Featured in Video 
A rare video is making the rounds on 
social media among barbershoppers. 
It’s a clip of Earl Moon and his 
quartet, Four Points West, singing 
Earl’s arrangement of “Old Bones.” 
In the video you see Willie Kleen (bass), 
Nick Papageorge (lead), and C.J. Sams 
(tenor) backing up Earl (baritone). When you 
watch the clip, you’ll be amazed how 
effortlessly and smoothly Earl sings. (Of 
course, he did win a few medals singing bari 
with the Far Westerners in the early 1970s.) 
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Since 1873, proceedings of the U.S. 
Congress have been published in The 
Congressional Record.   In 1948-49, the 
Barbershop Harmony Society (known then 
as SPEBSQSA, Inc., its original name) 
found its way into the journal four times. 
 
First mention came May 24, 1948, by Cong. 
Ross Rizley of Oklahoma, encouraging 
House members “to lend their ears and get 
the pitch” about the Society’s upcoming 10th 
convention in Oklahoma City.  He cited two 
D.C. quartets – The Potomac Clippers and 
The Diplomats – that were competing as 
“proof that harmony can be produced, even 
in the nation’s capital.” 
 
On June 24, 1949, 
Cong. Leslie C. 
Arends of Illinois 
honored Chicago’s 
Mid-States Four for 
winning the 1949 
international quartet 
championship at 
Buffalo, N.Y.  “The 
songs they sang to 
clinch the crown were 
Carolina Sunshine and Fingerprints Along 
the Window Pane,” Arends noted, along 
with his congratulations from “a fellow 
barbershopper from another Illinois chapter, 
Bloomington.” 
 
Oklahoma Cong. Toby Morris, in an entry 
entitled “Army Barber-Shop Quartets,” 
inserted an official U.S. Army statement that 
explained a new program “to organize barber  
 

shop quartets and choruses at all of our Army 
posts in this country and overseas.”  The plan 
included quartet kits from SPEBSQSA, Inc., 
and subscriptions to The Harmonizer.  In 
the kits: 3 phonograph records by Society 
quartets and 5 folios of music (12 songs in 
each).  An album with part-specific tracks of 
each part was provided to teach four songs in 
the folios.  Maj. Gen. Russell B. Reynolds, 
chief of Special Services, said the Army’s 
association with the Society “will make 
possible recreational benefits to the soldier 
which otherwise would be unattainable … 
and provide soldier relationships with 
members of the community.” 

Society Had Early Attention in 
Congressional Record  

By Jim Stahly – Illinois District Historian – Bloomington, IL, Chapter 
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Sen. A. Willis Robertson of Virginia on Oct. 
5, 1949, promoted the third annual Harvest 
of Harmony Festival Oct. 28 in Washington, 
D.C.   Quartets cited were The Elastic Four, 
The Westinghouse Quartet, The Buffalo 
Bills, The Firesiders and The Potomac 
Clippers, plus “the Capitol Chorus of 120 
redcoats, under direction of Dr. Robert 
Howe.  This great chorus sang for the official 
recording of the U.S. Treasury Department’s 
new savings-bond theme song, Keep 
America Saving, written by Frank H. 
Thorne, bass of The Elastic Four.”  (The 
words of Keep America Singing were 
adapted for the recording.) 
 
 
 

A Rare Cash Quote 
Worth A Million 

Found by Matthew Beals in a letter from 
Founder O.C. Cash to “Brother Sig”  

(a.k.a. Sigmund Spaeth)  
dated March 20, 1940. 

Shave and a Haircut? 
Old Quartet Featured 
in Vintage Ad 
In our continuing quest to find the use of 
Barber Shop Quartets in advertising we were 
alerted to this old 1950s advertising 
campaign for Remington Electric Shavers.  
Our thanks to Mike Feyrer (of the 
Allentown Bethlehem, PA chapter) for this 
find. It’s a catchy jingle that includes shaving 
peaches. 
  
For the shave you've always wanted 
For the shave you've never had 
Reach for the Remington and you'll be glad 
Though your skin is awful tender 
and your beard is awfully tough, 
reach for the Remington and that's enough. 
For the shaver that can shave a brush 
will make your beard behave 
The shaver that can shave a peach 
will give you a peach of a shave 
So tomorrow see your dealer and try it for awhile, 
Reach for the Remington for this free trial 
So ladies if you're shopping for a present on the sly, 
Reach for the Remington to give to your guy. 
 
Unfortunately, the YouTube “folks” (we’re 
being diplomatic) have found it necessary to 
BLOCK all videos that include this jingle. 
 
Among many TV programs, the commercial 
also appeared during episodes of the What’s 
My Line TV show. 
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“Too, the thrill of working out a 
good close barber shop chord is 
comparable to that of hooking a 

four pound small mouthed bass in 
swift water on a six ounce fly rod 

or driving a golf ball three 
hundred yards right straight down 

the fairway.  
 

Undoubtedly, millions of men in 
the United States are awaiting the 

thrill of a reunion with other 
barbershop quartet singing fans 
and within a year I anticipate at 
least a million members in our 

Society.” 
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The ultimate goal of every serious 
competition quartet is to win the coveted 
International Championship. Since the 
society’s first contest in 1939, only 273 men 
have won those elusive gold medals. These 
men become icons of our hobby forever and 
are labeled with the word “champion” tagged 
to their name for life. 
 
Often forgotten are the men who work just as 
hard and are just as passionate but ... for 
some reason, don’t quite reach the top. These 
great quartets made a long-lasting impact on 
our Society. It’s not very hard to find a 
Barbershopper who will always maintain that 
these guys SHOULD have won. They can’t 
attend a show or convention without at least 
one person telling them, “You guys were 
robbed.” As underdogs, we can’t help but 
personally identify with their struggle. 
 
With this feature, we showcase these 
incredibly talented foursomes and give them 
the credit they deserve and perhaps a hug. 
They are featured here in this issue 
alphabetically to be fair and unbiased.  
 
 

139th Street Quartet / Bank 
Street / Center Stage / Four 

Rascals / Metropolis / 
Nighthawks / Pacificaires / 

Playtonics / Riptide / Roaring 
20s / Saturday Evening Post / 

Sundowners / Vagabonds 
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Here’s To The Losers 
Somebody’s Got To Come in Second 

District: Far Western 
Chapters: Whittier, Indian Wells, Santa Fe Springs, Arcadia, 
California 
Members: Doug Anderson (T), Jim Meehan / Larry Wright / 
John Sherburn / Dan Jordan (L), Pete Neushul (Br), Jim Kline 
(Bs) 
1976 FWD Quartet Champions 
International Contest Stage Appearances: 19 
Years: 1975 Thru 1997 
Highest position at Int’l: 2nd (2x) 1977 / 1990 
Lowest position at Int’l: 25th 1996 
Total medals: 7 
Missed the gold by 20 points: 1990 
  
Perhaps one of the most well-known quartets 
never to win is the 139th Street Quartet. 
These guys were active as a quartet for over 
23 years (1975 - 1997). They traveled the 
world singing unique barbershop 
arrangements and setting a standard for how 
a quartet can be an ambassador through song. 
  
Winning seven medals, they were a perpetual 
force at International contests with a record-
tying total of 19 appearances. They qualified 
to compete at International a record 21 times 
(1976-1996). 

They have quite a list of accomplishments. 
139th Street Quartet were the 1976 Far 
Western District Champions. They placed 2nd 
in the 1977 and 1990 Internationals only  

The 139th Street 
Quartet 
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missing the gold by a 53 and 20 points 
respectively. 
 
They focused on songs from Tin Pan Alley 
and the ‘20s and often challenged the contest 
rules of the time. 
 

Some of their “hits” include: 
 

The Bowery Medley 
Don’t Put a Tax on The Beautiful Girls 

1927 
Jean 

Lulu’s Back in Town 
My Mother’s Eyes 

Kid’s Song / Coney Island / Inch Worm 
Crazy Words 

The Best Times I Ever Had 
Money Makes the World Go ‘Round 

I Wish I was 18 Again 
Wild Wild Women 

Can You Tame Wild Women? 
You Tell Her, I Stutter Too Much 

The Quartette from Rigoletto 
 
The 139th Street Quartet was very influential 
in other non-contest areas of the hobby. They 
encouraged the early growth of many 
affiliates, traveling to Sweden and England  
many times to promote the beginning of both 
affiliates (SNOBS and BABS). They were 
the first American quartet to sing in Russia, 
sparking interest there. They brought The 
Quiet Don Quartet to the San Francisco 
convention in 1990. Pete Neushul and Jim 
Kline were the founders of the Collegiate 
Quartet Contest in 1992. 

The quartet often appeared on nationwide 
television with singing and acting roles on 
Night Court, Nurses and Cheers.  

They also sang backup for two of Neil 
Diamond’s Christmas albums, earning them 
platinum records. 

They won the FWD International prelims a 
record 12 times. The 15-year gap between 
their first and last medals remains a record, 
including a 13-year gap between silvers. 
 
Ironically, Jim Kline would win his third 
silver medal while singing with Gotcha! in 
2003, 13 years after 139th Street Quartet’s 
last silver. 
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Each member earned accolades and medals 
in several other quartets: 
 
Doug Anderson (The Far Westerners) 
Jim Meehan (Golden Staters / The Far 
Westerners) 
Peter Neushul (Buck Thirty-Nine / The 
Great Stage Robbery / Coastliners / The 
Bunster Freely Quartet) 
Jim Kline (Gotcha! - 2004 Int’l Champions / 
Buck Thirty-Nine / Crown City Good Time 
Music Co.) 
Larry Wright (California Gentry / 
Sundowners / Hot Pipes) 
John Sherburn (Saturday Evening Post / 
The New Tradition - 1985 Int’l Champions / 
Crown City Good Time Music Co. / The 
Dapper Dans of Disneyland / Hot Pipes / The 
Diamonds) 
Dan Jordan (Hi-Fidelity / The New 
Tradition - 1985 Int’l Champions / The 
Grand Tradition / The Perfect Gentlemen / 
Hot Pipes / Dapper Dans of Disneyland) 
 

Bank Street 
District: Rocky Mountain District 
Chapter: Boulder, Colorado / Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Members: Tom Mullen (T), Toby Balsley (L/Br), Dick Giese 
(L), Tony Sparks (Br/T), Farris Collins (Bs) 
Years: 1984 - 2001 
Won the Rocky Mountain District championship: 1984 
16 International Contest Stage Appearances: 1985 - 2000 
Highest: 2nd (1989) 
Lowest: 35th (1986) 
Total medals: 6 
Missed the gold by 230 points (1989) 
 
Bank Street first formed at the 1984 
International convention in St. Louis, where 
all four members were competing in 
respective quartets from Albuquerque (Duke 
City Quartet) and Boulder (The 
Partnership). The original members were 
Tony (T), Dick (L), Toby (Br), Farris (Bs). 
They commuted for two years between 
Albuquerque and Boulder then Toby and 
Tony relocated to Albuquerque. 
 
In 1989 they reached the silver medals but 
lost to juggernaut Second Edition by a 
massive 230 points (4492 to 4722). 
 
The group was committed to quality singing 
and true loyalty to the barbershop style. They 
were friendly and sincere, going out of their 
way to greet audiences after a show and sing 
tags with members of local chapters at 
afterglows. 
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Their most popular 
songs were I Miss 
Mother Most of All 
and Sixteen Tons 
(Company Store). 
They were also well 
known for their 
treatment of Paper 
Doll, Firefly / Glow Worm Medley, Oh 
Suzanna and Love Me and the World is Mine, 
Chase The Rain Away and one of their most 
popular, Little Pal. 
 
After nine successful years with the original 
voice combination, Dick’s job promotion and 
relocation resulted in a restructuring of the 
quartet. Tom Mullen came in as tenor, and 
Tony and Toby went to bari and lead, 
respectively. Both voice combinations had 
decade-long competition runs, earning three 
medals each. Very few quartets have 
accomplished that. 
 
In addition to competing, Bank Street 
maintained a busy show schedule, officially 
retiring in 2001 after nearly twenty years on 
the circuit. The members have remained 
active in barbershop, as chorus directors 
(Farris, Toby and Tony), judges (Tony and 
Toby), Harmony University staff (Farris and 
Toby), and Youth Harmony Camp staff (Tony 
and Farris). 
 
They had many “favorite” performances but 
one that stands out is their 3-time repeat 
appearance on the annual Teaneck, New 
Jersey chapter shows. They were also 
honored to perform at Carnegie Hall in 
1999. 
 
Why didn’t Bank Street win? Tony tells us, 
“It was simply the obligations of life limited 
the commitment we were willing to make. We 
always knew what we needed to do; we just 
didn’t do everything it takes!” 

All five singers have appeared in other 
quartets, most notably including District 
champs Distinction (RMD), Club .406 
(NED), and District medalist Paramount 
(RMD). Farris’ and Tony’s chorus, Duke 
City Sound, qualified this year for the 
International Chorus Competition in Toronto. 
 
Bank Street’s sound was characterized by 
full, rich harmonies founded on Farris 
Collins’ smooth bass voice. Ferris was one of 
the reasons for their popularity. Farris was 
one of the first African American men to 
appear on the International contest stage. It 
didn’t hurt that he was an accomplished 
voice teacher and director and was good-
looking. 
 
During their career they also swapped parts 
trying to find the “best combination.” Even 
with changing leads they still managed to 
perform at a superior level. Few quartets can 
do that. 
 
Dick recalls, “We sang I Miss Mother Most 
of All at Toby’s mother’s funeral and that was 
extremely special because his parents were 
very special people to all of us. I am not sure 
to this day how we got through it.” 
 
They officially retired in 2001 with several 
members going on to appear in other  
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quartets. Mullen, Giese and Collins sang 
together again in Duke City and Balsley 
appeared in Club .406. 
  

Where Are They Now?  
Tom, Tony and Farris still in Albuquerque. 
Dick and Toby live in the Boston area. 
  

Any regrets? “Not at all. To a man, we’ll 
agree it was one of the greatest experiences 
of our lives. Not winning enabled us to keep 
going to contest. Best audience there is!” 
  

Center Stage 
District: Pioneer 
Chapters: Oakland County and Huron Valley, Michigan 
Members: Wendell Pryor (T), Denny Gore (L), Drayton Justus 
(L), Glenn Van Tassel (Br), Lee Hanson (Bs) 
1980 Pioneer District Champions 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 5 
Years: 1981-1985 
Highest position at Int’l: 2nd (3x - consecutive) 
Missed the gold by 142 points in 1983 
Lowest position at Int’l: 7th (with new lead Drayton Justus 
1985) 
Total medals: 4 medals (1 bronze, 3 silver) 

They rehearsed and entered their first 
Pioneer District contest held in Jackson, 
Michigan. They won by over 200 points. 
 
They got coaching from Lyle Pilcher who 
had helped The Auto Towners (1966 
champs) and Gentlemen’s Agreement (1971 
champs) win. With the aid of Lyle’s last 
minute coaching before their first 
International they placed a remarkable fourth 
place, remarkable for a “new” quartet. 

In 1982 they came in second earning their 
first of three consecutive silver medals, 
another exceptional milestone. They almost 
won three times, missing by small margins 
(1982 – 289 pts / 1983 – 142 pts / 1984 – 153 
pts). 
 
Why didn’t Center Stage win 
international? Lee tells us that after 1984 
and their third silver medal, Denny wanted to 
stop for a year. The other three wanted to 
continue and Drayton Justus replaced 
Denny on lead - a tough adjustment for any 
quartet. Lee also admits they probably 
“didn’t do enough of what Lyle told us to 
do.” 
  

However, they had no regrets and see the 
advantage to NOT winning the gold was 
being able to “try again.” 
   

Center Stage became a very popular show 
quartet traveling the world. Their most 
memorable shows were during a 10-day tour 
of England (London, Leicester, Sheffield, 
Cambridge, Birmingham, Bristol, Poole, 
Bournemouth) in December of 1982. 
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In the Fall of 1979 Wendell, Glenn and Lee 
met at Denny’s apartment in Detroit to try 
out a new combination. Sitting around a table 
and after only six bars of a familiar 
arrangement they all stopped and started 
laughing. They realized there was “magic” 
and an exceptional match in the sound. It 
was a sound they hadn’t heard in other 
quartets they had each been in.  
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They had several favorite songs in their 
repertoire. Popular were My Wife the Dancer, 
Shillelagh Medley, New Gang Medley, Where 
Have My Old Friends Gone, Get Out and 
Get Under The Moon, and – probably their 
most requested - Little Pal. 
  

The quartet broke up in 1986, after only five 
years (and four medals), when Glenn moved 
to Florida. 
  

They were proud to have done so well in 
competition. The members continued to sing 
in and direct choruses, and were part of other 
quartets, 
  

Members sang / directed choruses and were 
part of many other foursomes; 
 
Wendell Pryor - Re-Arrangement / Mason Dixon Line 
Denny Gore – Vagabonds / Marquis (a frequent fill-in) 
Lee Hanson - Sounds of Time, Northern Hi-Lites, 
Spellbinders. Senior Class, Stay Tuned, Antiques Road Show. 
Glenn Van Tassel - Gentlemen’s Agreement (1971) / 
Auto Towners (1966) / Shenanigans, Starlight Express, 
Florida Transfer, Combust-a-Chords, Treble-Makers, 
Wolverines 
Drayton Justus – Gentlemen’s Agreement / Four Star 
Revue / Mason Dixon Line / Suntones. Drayton went on to 
become International President in 2006. 
 
Where Are They Now? 
Glenn Van Tassel died September 13, 2005 at 
the age of 73. 

Wendell Pryor died March 18, 2011 at the 
age of age 68 (one day short of his 69th 
birthday) 
   

Denny Gore died December 30, 2012 at the 
age of 70 
  
Drayton is retired and lives in Powder 
Springs, Georgia. He remained very active 
by serving on the Dixie District Board and is 
now Immediate Past President. He also 
served as chairman of the district Hall of 
Fame and Nominating Committee. He’s the 
Big Chicken Chorus (Marietta, Georgia) 
Nominating Committee Chairman, Lead 
Section Leader and Assistant Director. 
  
Lee continued to be an active barbershopper 
- a member of six district champion quartets 
who competed at International 14 times. He 
has also competed in six district 
championship choruses with three 
Internationally. He retired from the broadcast 
business in 2000 and received his Society 50 
year pin in 2012. He is living in Fort Gratiot, 
Michigan, and is currently singing with 
Resisting-A-Rest (2010 International Senior 
Quartet champs), having replaced champ 
bass Phil Haines.  His quartet Stay Tuned 
did 13 shows of The Music Man at the 
Fisher Theatre in downtown Detroit. 
  
Lee was also very active in choruses. He 
directed the Dixie District Cotton Boll 
Chorus to the District Championship in 
1972, and sang in the Internationals with the 
Pioneer District Champs (Oakland County 
Chapter) in 1974, and the Wolverine 
Chorus in 1975. Lee also sang with the Mid-
Atlantic District Champs (Alexandria 
Harmonizers) in the 1977 Internationals 
(they came in 4th), and with the Sun Harbor 
Chorus from San Diego in 1979. 
  
Trivia: There is also a (no relation) Sweet Adeline quartet from 

southeast Michigan named Center Stage. 
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Four Rascals 
District: Northeastern District 
Chapter: Salem / Beverly, Massachusetts 
Members: Don Dobson (T), Tom Spirito (L), Jim Vienneau 
(Br), Dick “Richie” Vienneau (Bs) 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 8 
Years: 1959 - 1966 
Highest position at Int’l: 2nd (2x) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 34th 
Total medals: 4 
Missed the gold by only 95 points (1966) 

The Four Rascals, essentially a quartet of 
“four baritones,” had a huge and loyal 
following. But today many have never even 
heard of them. If you’ve heard the Boston 
Common, you’ve probably heard the 
Rascals’ sound. 
 
The Vienneau brothers (Jimmy, Bobby and 
Richie) sang in a quartet together through 
their early teen years with some personnel 
changes as voices changed. Bobby Vienneau 
left the quartet to go to seminary, another 
brother went into the Air Force, and Bobby 
Pierce eventually moved to bass. 
 
It was in the late 50s when they hooked up 
with Tommy Spirito, a former quartet 
member of the Curly Tops of the Salem 
chapter. 
 
Well known for their ballads, they began an 
impressive run of contest appearances.  

District President Don Dobson convinced 
them to enter their first contest, the 1959 
Northeastern District contest, just two weeks 
before the contest. They WON it. 

Dobson had served as Associate 
International Secretary at SPEBSQSA’s 
headquarters located in Detroit back in ‘53. 
He was also a member of the Curly Tops and 
he joined the Rascals himself soon after the 
1959 contest. 
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They went on to achieve a total of four 
consecutive top five International medals 
(1963 through 1966) placing second their 
final two years. This made them perpetual 
favorites. 
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The “spirit” of the Rascals was their 
spectacular lead, Tom Spirito. His ability to 
sell the song and sing it the way the writer 
intended was the key to their sensational 
success. 
 
Their repertoire was unique and exceptional 
with Lou Perry arrangements of songs like 
Chattanooga Shoe Shine Boy, I Wish All My 
Children Were Babies Again, I’m Alone 
Because I Love You, My Wonderful One, 
Grandma’s Boys, I Wonder Who’s Kissing 
Her Now, From The First Hello and, above 
all others, Little Pal. 
 
Later Jim joined Kent Martin, Rich Knapp 
and Bob Pierce to create The Midas Touch. 
They qualified for the 1968 International and 
placed 14th. 
 
Rich Knapp and Kent Martin went on to sing 
with the Boston Common (1980 champs). It 
was Tommy who inspired Rich Knapp in his 
style, interpretation and heart. 
 
Where Are They Now? 
Jimmy Vienneau lives in New Hampshire 
and occasionally coaches quartets. 
Tommy Spirito is in poor health and lives at 
home in Lynn, Massachusetts with his 
family. 
Don Dobson is in Wilmington, North 
Carolina singing in the chapter chorus. 
Bobby Vienneau (74) lives in Revere, 
Massachusetts. 
Richie Vienneau passed away in 2001 from 
a heart attack. He was 71. 

Metropolis 
District: Far Western 
Chapters: Santa Fe Springs / Frank Thorne / Santa Barbara / 
Westminster / Rincon Beach 
Members: Ken Potter / James Sabina (T), Bob Hartley (L), 
Mike McGee / Kelly Shepard (Br), Brian Philbin (Bs) 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 12 
Years: 1994 - 2008 
Highest position at Int’l: 3rd (2x) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 25th 
Total medals: 5 
1996 Far Western District champs 
Missed the gold by 49 points (2003) (8099 to 8051). 
 
Metropolis was first formed in the beginning 
of 1994, a month before the FWD Prelims. 
They entered and qualified as a wild card. 
The original foursome were Ken Potter (T) 
1994 - 1995, Bob Hartley (L) 1994 – present, 
Mike McGee (Br) 1994 – 2004, Brian 
Philbin (Bs) 1994 –present. 
 
All were “refugees” from other quartets such 
as The Ivy League and Phonix. Soon they 
had a trio - Mike, Bob and Brian (singing 
bass, a new brand new experience for him). 
They found Ken Potter and went to 1995 
district and two prelims with him on tenor. 
When he wanted to continue with another 
foursome they found James. 
  

James’s quartet, Fermata Nowhere, broke 
up and he joined Metropolis proving to be a 
perfect fit for them. If they were looking 
something new ... they found it. 
  

Mike moved to Florida in 2003 and was later 
replaced by Kelly. 
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In the end they won five consecutive medals 
at International. They also became a very 
popular show quartet, singing in over 450 
shows and traveling to Finland, Russia, 
England, Canada, New Zealand, The 
Netherlands, Japan and Ireland. 
 
Metropolis earned huge ovations at the 
BABS conventions for their quirky humor. 
Kelly tells us, “I think our best shows were 
in the Netherlands and recently the LABBS 
show in England.  HUGE ovations!” 

Their first trip to Russia was memorable for 
many reasons. Lost passports, trouble with 
visas, sleeping in a train station, gang fights; 
who says traveling quartets ain’t glamorous? 
 
They won the 1996-97 Far Western District 
championship and, in 1998, they were 
awarded the Harmony Sweepstakes Grand 
National A Cappella Championship -- the 
first barbershop quartet to receive this in the 
history of the event. 
  
Why Didn’t They Ever Win? 
 
From Mike, “Realistically, our singing was 
at an ‘A’ level, but we were regularly told it 
needed to improve. However I would also 
say the judges didn’t quite know how to score 
our performances. Our style didn’t really fit  

a mold that made it easy for them to say, 
‘Hey, this is gold medal quality.’ We’ve 
finished first in a couple of rounds, but never 
enough to win the whole thing.” 
 
In 2003 they were only 49 points from 
winning the gold (8099 to 8051). 
 
The helpful judges’ comments seemed to 
give the quartet mixed messages (go figure). 
Up until 2003, the Presentation Category had 
been their lowest scoring category. That year, 
their particular take won over those judges. 
 
They admire and were greatly influenced by 
The New Tradition (1985 champs / Marx 
Brothers). 
 
Regrets? “Absolutely not,” says Mike. 
“Outside of contest, the quartet had a ball 
doing shows together and gave all of us 
opportunities in life we would probably 
never have, otherwise -- Traveling around 
the world, television appearances, meeting 
so many people.” 
 
Any advantage to NOT winning it all? 
“Being on so many shows is really the true 
reward. And the constant attention of women, 
of course”, Bob 
 
Metropolis is unique for their imaginative 
repertoire. Each song had a twist when their 
over-the-top choreography was added. It’s 
impossible to truly appreciate this quartet 
without SEEING them sing. Fans have 
favorites and so does the quartet. 
 
Favorites? 
Perhaps their biggest “hit” was They Go 
Wild, Simply Wild, Over Me. During the song 
they were “hypnotized” when they snapped 
their fingers ... a masterful use of movement 
within a song. It was also their highest 
scoring song in contests. 
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Other top songs? It’s Magic, The Way We 
Were, I Only Have Eyes For You and their 
signature song, The Lion Sleeps Tonight; 
They always received a standing ovation for 
their performances. 
 
You never knew what was going to happen 
when they took the stage. That was their 
attraction. 

They produced a very creative and popular 
CD entitled Aural Hygiene. 
 
They retired but it “didn’t work out” so they 
still come out of retirement a few times a 
year for special shows. They performed five 
shows in 2012 and plan to continue in this 
limited fashion for some time. 
 
They’ve been asked to go back to England. 
There’s a good chance that’ll happen in 
2013. 
  
They miss the mentoring of the late Lloyd 
Steinkamp. He was the general arbiter of 
their crazy ideas. It’s not really the same 
without him.  
  
Metropolis’ claim to fame was their many  

appearances on radio and, especially, TV (ex: 
Diagnosis: Murder). 
  
Where Are they Now? 
Members of the quartet have served in 
leadership roles for the Masters of 
Harmony. 
  
Currently they are pretty spread out; 
Orlando, Las Vegas, and California. 
  
Mike is a skilled webmaster and created and 
publishes the outstanding YouBarbershop 
magazine (the best BBS publication around 
– ed). He sings with the Dapper Dans of 
Disneyland and is the baritone of Main 
Street, 2012 5th place quartet. He also is the 
assistant director of the Big O Chorus. 
 
Brian serves on the faculty of High School 
Harmony Explosion Camps, and as an emcee 
for district contests. He and Bob have also 
hosted the 2011 and 2012 International 
convention webcasts. 
  
Kelly is the chorus director for the Pacific 
Sound Chorus of the Rincon Beach, CA 
chapter. 
  
Bob sings lead with The Perfect 
Gentlemen. 
  
James and Kelly sang for a brief time in 
Catcher Block, which came in 27th in 2010. 
 
Fact is, few quartets have been able to come 
close to entertaining an audience as 
Metropolis has. No one can re-create what 
they created. 
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year life span. An interesting fact of the 
quartet, even though Greg can’t “read” 
music, he arranged all their songs his head 
and taught them to the guys by rote. There 
was NO sheet music to these songs. It 
became routine and was never a problem. 
Few other groups would be able to learn this 
way and this fast. Each had a skilled ear for 
tuning and woodshedding. 

Nighthawks 
District: Ontario 
Chapter: London, Ontario Canada 
Members: Greg Backwell (T), Jim Turner (L), John Sutton 
(Br). Bert Ellis (Bs) 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 8 
Years: 1959 - 1968 
Highest position at Int’l: 2nd 
Lowest position at Int’l: 25th 
Total medals: 4 
 
The Nighthawks were one of the most 
popular quartets of the 60s. They had a 
unique sound. They were the first Canadian 
quartet to do this well in Society 
competition. Between 1961 and 1964 they 
earned four consecutive medals. 
 
The Nighthawks formed in the spring of 
1959. Bari John Sutton and bass Bert Ellis 
were singing in the chorus and lead Jim 
Turner and tenor Greg Backwell were 
directing. 
 
Besides singing tenor of the Nighthawks 
Greg was also their arranger and coach. They 
NEVER had an outside coach in their ten  
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Their “hits” include The Auctioneer, Back in 
The Old Routine and perhaps their most 
memorable song – Buddy, Can You Spare a 
Dime? 
   

In their first contest Greg did an arrangement 
(... in his head) of Redhead. He taught it to 
the other three guys on Wednesday night. 
They sang it on Friday in the contest and 
won. 
  
Their first International was in ‘59 in 
Chicago 
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The Nighthawks (admittedly) “screamed our 
heads off” and came in 25th. 
 
In 1960 they were invited to sing for his 
Royal Highness, Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh in London, England. It was a 
spectacular event and the Duke was very 
gracious. He even invited them to sing a few 
more numbers in private, later. 

It was the very first trip overseas for an 
SPEBSQSA. barbershop quartet. They 
stayed a few weeks spreading the barbershop 
sound via radio, television and meetings. 
This planted the seed that is now the British 
Association of Barbershop Singers 
(BABS). 
  
Dallas 1960 
While the quartet is well known for a lot 
more, they were a part of a unique event in 
1960. There was large contingency of 
Canadians who made the long trip to Dallas. 
The Nighthawks sang well Thursday. They 
later found out they were in 17th place. 
  
They had never performed “Buddy, Can You 
Spare A Dime?” before Dallas. It was new to 
them. On Friday the audience heard it for the 
first time and, as Greg tells us, “The place 
went NUTS!”  
  
“Everyone told us we were gonna win”. We 
sang well on Saturday night in the finals and 
waited for the announcements”.  

The Emcee made the call off ... 
Fifth Place ... Saints 
Fourth Place ... Baytown Four 
Third Place ... Colonials 
Second Place ... Town and Country Four 
 
We felt good but didn’t really know if we had 
won. We held our breath”. 
 
First Place ... The Evans Quartet !!!! 
 
History will show the Nighthawks placed 
sixth ... 500+ points out of first. Many in the 
audience were stunned. Reportedly, many of 
the Canadian barbershoppers walked out of 
the arena in protest. 
 
The Emcee had trouble getting the crowd 
under control, it took about five minutes. 
They then, as is tradition, brought the new 
champs on stage to sing. Greg says, “It was 
a tough spot to be in. The Evans, however, 
were total class. They were very gracious 
and professional.” The Evans Quartet even 
did the London, Ontario chapter show soon 
afterwards. They all became friends and sang 
many shows together. 
 
The Nighthawks came even closer to the 
gold in 1963. They placed 2nd and missed by 
only 86 points (7426 to 7341). 
 
They were active on the show circuit. While 
NOT gold medal champs, few quartets could 
follow the Nighthawks on stage. For that 
reason they closed most shows and 
afterglows. 
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They were the first quartet to appear on the 
Chord Record Series which was also later 
released by the Society. Everyone had the 
Nighthawks’ LP. 

The Nighthawks were presented special 
plaques during a district convention in 
Toronto in 2003 recognizing the quartet on 
the 30th anniversary of their silver medal, the 
highest ranking of any all-Canadian quartet. 
The Ontario District’s Four Chorders also 
did very well. They came in 2nd in 1953.  

 
 
The 2003 
r ecogn i t i on 
weekend was 
the last time 
they were all 
together. Jim 
Turner passed 
away shortly 
afterwards. 
 
 

Through the years, each member sang with 
other foursomes; 
  

Greg Backwell - Chord Criers / Gentlemen’s 
Agreement 
  

Jim Turner - Reunion / 4 Karat Gold / 
Perfect Arrangement / Rhythm Counts / 
Gaytones 
  

John Sutton - Chord Criers 
  

Bert Ellis - Four Sound Seasons / Canadian 
Executives / Chord Jammers / Gaytones 
 
It’s been 44 years since they sang their final 
chord together but their sound is STILL 
distinctive and astonishes all who hear it 
today. 
  

A special award keeps the 
Nighthawks alive. The 
“Nighthawks Trophy” was 
first presented in 2009. It is 
awarded to the Ontario 
District Regional quartet 
champion. Of course, they 
asked Greg to design it. 
 
Where Are They Now? 
Jim Turner died September 7, 2005 
 
John Sutton  
Lives in West Lorne, Ontario Canada 
  

Bert Ellis (94) 
Still lives in London Ontario, Canada and is 
in good health for his age. Bert is an avid 
reader (a big fan of Louis L’Amour) 
  

Greg Backwell still lives in London, 
Ontario. He actively arranges barbershop for 
men’s and women’s groups (a well-know 
SAI arranger) and still creates graphics. In 
fact, the 75th anniversary logo being used 
now is Greg’s handwork. He was also the 
one who created the “Joe Barbershopper” art 
used by the Society in the 60s. 
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Pacificaires 
District: Far Western 
Chapter: San Fernando Valley, California 
Members: Al Mau / Mike Hemphill (T), Rudy Wissler (L), 
Fred Dregne (Br), Al Huebner / Steve Clarke / Bill Fritz (Bs) 
1969 Far Western District Quartet Champions 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 6 
Years 1966 – 1974 
Highest position at Int’l: 2 (three consecutive – 72, 73, 74) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 8 
Total medals: 5 
Missed the gold by 104 points (1973) 
 
The Pacificaires were a very popular Far 
Western District quartet with a large 
following. They first sang together in 1966 
when a chapter quartet was breaking up. 
Fred Dregne and Al Huebner approached 
Mike to start a new quartet with Rudy (a new 
member). 
 
Rudy’s claim to fame 
was that he was a 
successful child actor 
and appeared in 26 
movies (from 1941- 
1950). Most notable 
was his “appearance” in 
the 1946 movie, The 
Jolson Story. At the age of 22, Rudy was the 
“singing voice” of the young Jolson (Asa 
Yoelson). Jolson was actually in the 
recording studio when Rudy recorded his 
parts. 
 

Rudy was honored 
by the Al Jolson 
Society and made 
a n  h o n o r a r y 
member.  They 
f e a t u r e d  h i m 
performing at many 
o f  t h e i r 

conventions. He published a CD a few years 
ago with many of his performances with the 
Pacificaires and some of his recorded radio 
performances. 

On The Road 
As well as competition, The Pacificaires 
were a very active show quartet. They 
averaged about 35 shows a year. Dressed 
alike for the trips, they got a kick out of 
being accused of being a bowling team. 
 
What was their most memorable Pacificaires 
show? Mike tells us, “This is tough - On the 
way to do a show in Iowa we were surprised 
to be upgraded to first class and learned that 
the pilot was a Society member. He 
announced us over the plane’s intercom and 
we got to sing for that “captive audience”. 
Our trip to the Twin Falls, Idaho show was 
quite memorable when the chapter chorus 
met the airplane singing “You’re As Welcome 
As the Flowers In May”.  
 
They then proceeded to take us to a major 
intersection in downtown Twin Falls, where 
they had us sing while the chapter members 
hawked tickets to those gathered.” 
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The weekend of the Great Falls, Montana 
chapter shows was unique. Turns out that one 
of the members owned a Cadillac dealership. 
They were given a brand new Caddy to use 
for the weekend. 

In the 1970 FWD International Prelims they 
came off stage thinking they did a poor job. 
Turns out they won it and qualified anyway 
(the halo effect?). Later they redeemed 
themselves at International placing third, a 
major move up from 8th the previous year. 
 
Why Didn’t the Pacificaires ever win?  
There was a paradigm shift in the style 
during their time. “The Dealer’s Choice 
won in 1973 about that time with quartets 
doing more to match vowels. Every 
competing quartet started to emulate that. It 
happened pretty fast so we fell behind.” 
 
 
They felt they had their best chance to win in 
Atlanta in 1972, but came closest in 1973 
and missed the gold by only 104 points. In 
1973 a young upstart quartet, competing in 
their FIRST contest, The Dealer’s Choice, 
surprised everyone and won the gold on their 
first try. 
 
A New Tenor 
Mike was on the list for a corneal transplant 
and got the call in early 1973. This caused  

him to have to take a short leave of absence. 
The quartet decided to replace him with Al 
Mau. They went to International with Al and 
(again) placed second. Mike laughs, “They 
should have kept me!” 
  
Their repertoire was standard barbershop 
fare with songs like Earl Moon’s 
arrangement of Cross That Mason Dixon 
Line, Buzz Haeger’s arrangement of 
Broadway Rose, It’s a Great Day, 
Summertime, Swanee and a tribute to Rudy’s 
fame, their Jolson Medley. A particular 
favorite was Lost In The Stars. 

A favorite friend was Society arranger and 
coach Earl Moon. He sang with the Far 
Westerners. To help this new quartet, he 
gave them his arrangement of Cross That 
Mason Dixon Line. After they started 
“beating” Earl’s quartet in competition, he 
jokingly told them, “Had I known I wouldn’t 
have given you that song.” 
 
The quartet broke up in 1974 after a short 8-
year career. 
 
When asked if there was ANY advantage to 
NOT winning the gold, Mike admits, “... Not 
that I can see”. 
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The Pacificaires reunited back in 1980 to 
assist the Napa Valley chapter. They shared 
the stage with the Gala Lads (also coming 
out of retirement). Then in the early ‘90s the 
three surviving members joined up with 
Chuck Brooks (lead of the Colonials - 1960 
3rd place quartet) and performed on the Santa 
Clarita Valley, CA chapter show. Rumor is 
there’s a CD of these two performances. 
 
They did record an LP in 
1970 entitled “A Good Day” 
with many of their hits 
(produced by Shelley 
Herman). 
 
These guys are credited for singing in other 
foursomes; 
 
Bill Fritz - Mystics and The Wizards of Ahs 
Al Mau  - Remember When and Western 
Continentals (1968 Champions) 
 
Where Are They Now? 
Mike (68) is the only surviving member of 
the original Pacificaires. He went on to 
compete again in the seniors quartet contest 
in 2005 at the Jacksonville mid-winter with 
The Sands of Time. They came in 6th place. 
 
He retired a year ago from being a computer 
programmer with Disney and is still an 
active Society member. He lives in Loveland, 
Colorado. He’s the Music VP for the 40-man 
Longmont chapter. He still sings in a quartet 
– a senior quartet who calls themselves, 
Used Parts. He and Joyce have been 
married since 1965 proving the years have 
been kind to Mike.  
  
Today he looks back with fondness for those 
old days and now admits that today he’s no 
longer bitter. 
   
Al Mau (84) is retired and playing lots of 
golf. He and his wife, Alice, have been  

married 60 years and live in Sun City West, 
Arizona. His son has carried on the family 
performing chores. Gary Mauer has starred 
on Broadway and, most recently, in his third 
national tour as the Phantom in The 
Phantom of the Opera. Among his many 
roles Gary has also played Jesus in Jesus 
Christ Superstar. 
 
Bari Fred Dregne  
died February 4, 1988, he was 62 
 
Bass Bill Fritz  
died November 23, 1996 he was 76 
 
Lead Rudy Wissler  
died January 11, 2007 he was 79 
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Playtonics 
District: Mid-Atlantic District 
Chapter: Teaneck, New Jersey 
Members: Gene Loebs (T), Dave Mittelstadt (L), Vic Trabulsi 
& Jerry Smith (Br), Ralph Brandt (Bs) 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 7 
Years 1954 - 1961 
Highest position at Int’l: 2nd 
Lowest position at Int’l: 18th 
Total medals: 2 
1954 Mid-Atlantic Quartet Champs 
Missed the gold by 462 points to the Confederates (1956) 
 
In early 1954 Dave Mittelstadt was in the 
Army stationed in New Jersey and had been 
attending the Teaneck chapter. Ralph 
Brandt was in the Coast Guard, stationed in 
Manhattan. Dave and Gene Loebs were 
currently singing in a quartet with Vic 
Trabulsi (bass) and Jimmy Childs (bari) of 
the Teaneck Chapter. Gene served as director 
of the Teaneck, NJ, Blue Chip Chorus. 
 
They hooked up with Ralph (a bass and a 4-
part rookie) and Vic moved to bari. 
 
In their very first Mid-
Atlantic Prelims they 
placed first and came in 
17th at the Washington, 
D.C. International in 
July of ‘54. 
 
Their fast start and easy sound got them lots 
of shows in the MAD and they qualified for 
the 1955 International in Miami. There they 
sang for the fun of it and didn’t worry about 
the competition. They placed 16th. 

In preparing for the ‘56 Convention they 
worked with a coach, Ed Hubbard. This 
proved helpful as they only missed the gold 
by 462 points to the Confederates (1956) 
(7332 pts to 7794 pts). They were shocked. 
 
“I considered winning 
the end of the quartet” 
Ralph confesses. “We 
stopped the coaching 
and approached the 
1 9 5 7  C o n v e n t i o n 
differently. This time, we 
didn’t stay in one room, 
leave the wives home 
and work with other coaches who suddenly 
had taken an interest in us. We took the 
wives, had a ball with our host and didn’t 
learn anything new to sing. We still came in 
5th. We did more shows and had more fun the 
following years.” 
 

They placed 6th in 1958 
and missed the ‘59 
International due to Vic’s 
poor health. Jerry Smith 
took over on bari and 
they placed 10th in 1960 
and 61. 
 

They disbanded after their 1962 show 
season. 
 
Dave tells us, “As I recall Jerry moved to 
New England and we decided to retire.” 
 
“I guess we just ran out of steam.” says 
Ralph. “No regrets! We had some great times 
together!” 
 
“Regrets? None. We had a great run ...” 
Dave admits, “... an awful lot of good times 
and sang for quite a few years.” 
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They produced a very popular Warner 
Brothers LP that included their regular 
repertoire and featured a unique cover 
created by artist Rube Goldberg of a 
complex gadget that had a quartet singing 
that shaved a barber shop customer. 
 
Some of their songs included: 
 
Doin’ The Raccoon 
Coney Island Baby 
Only Girl 
H A Double R I GAN Spells Harrigan 
Sunbonnet Sue 
Oceania Roll 
Cabin On The Hill 
Chocolate Whiskey and Vanilla Gin 
All Dressed Up With a Broken Heart 
My Ideal 
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi 
My Cutie’s Due At Two-To-Two Today 
Cotton Pickers’ Ball 
 
Ralph admits, “Our favorite song was 
probably “Cabin on the Hill”. We would go 
into a semi-trance and loved singing the 
song”. Dave credits Rex Reeve, bari of the 
Villageaires, for the excellent arrangement. 

The Playtonics “played” Carnegie Hall 
twice. Other fond memories include a trip to 
Philadelphia to see The Music Man where 
they met with the Buffalo Bills, Robert 
Preston and Meredith Willson at their cast 
party after the show. 
 
Dave remembers one travel story; “We were 
stuck in the New England area for a day due 
to a hurricane. We spent the entire day in an 
airport restaurant singing with the 
Easternaires who were also stranded.”  
 
They performed on many TV shows in their 
time as well as radio shows for Dick Clark, 
Dave Garroway, Ernie Kovacs and many 
others. 
 
Where Are They Now 
Gene Loebs (T) (85) 
Gene and his wife Marge have 11 children, 
38 grandchildren and (ready for this?) 10 
great grandchildren. They are retired and 
living in Denver, NC. After the Playtonics, 
Gene sang tenor with Mid-Atlantic district 
champions The Checkmates. He directed 
the Paramus Chorus and the Sunset Chorus 
(SAI). Gene was also a coach for the 
Hallmark Quartet and the Yankee Quartet. 
Both groups were Mid-Atlantic district 
champions. 
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Vic Trabulsi (Br) 
Vic and Sally moved to Massachusetts where 
he directed a barbershop chorus there. He 
died on February 4th, 1978. 
 
Jerry Smith (Br) 
Bari Jerry Smith died February 13, 2005. He 
was 71. He sang with the Denver Sound of 
the Rockies Chorus and Prime Suspects and 
Sound Syndicate quartets. He place 10th in 
1960 with the Playtonics. 
 
Dave Mittelstadt (L) 
Still lives in New Jersey. He sang with the 
Easternaires, placing in the top ten 4 times 
(1969 = 9th / 1970 = 5th / 1971= 6th / 1972 = 
8th) and with the Main Street Four in ‘64 
and ‘65 (12th / 22nd) and the Villageaires in 
1950 and 1951 (6th). He is also a gold medal 
chorus director. For many years he directed 
the Dapper Dans of Harmony (Livingston, 
N.J) and led them to TWO gold medals 
(1967 & 1970) as well as four additional 
medalist finishes (1964 – 7th / 1965 – 4th / 
1966 - 2nd  / 1975 – 3rd / 1977 – 5th). When 
Dave resigned as director, the chapter 
members picketed his home. Currently he’s 
an active member of the Morris Music Men, 
Morris County chapter. Dave still sings in a  

quartet. His three year old seniors quartet is 
named Four Old Parts. He sings lead Terry 
Scullin (T), Ken Hoffman (Br) and his old 
buddy from the Main Street Four, Dick 
Floersheimer is bass. They sing for fun. 

Ralph Brandt (Bs) 
He and Robbie, his wife of 12 years, live in 
Hawaii. He was also the bass of the popular 
show quartet, Racquet Squad for 20 years, 
the Tiki Tones of Hawaii (all parts) and bari 
of Praise the Sound (7 years) and used to 
sing with the Sounds of Aloha chorus. He 
continues to write show scripts and parodies; 
many used by the St. Pete and Aloha chapters 
and performed during the Far Western 
District Conventions. He also continues to 
arrange. He and Robbie have done The 
Music Man and Community Theater in 
Hawaii. 
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Riptide 
District: Dixie 
Chapters: Duluth and Marietta, Georgia, Roswell and Stone 
Mountain, GA, Central Alabama, AL, Dundalk, MD and 
Alexandria, VA   
Members: Eric King / Rick Taylor, (T), Tim Reynolds (L), 
Dylan Oxford / Richard Lewellen / Don Barnick (Br), Dr. Jeff 
Selano (Bs) 
1998 Dixie District Quartet champs 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 8 
Years: 1998 - 2005 
Highest position at Int’l: 3rd (2004) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 22nd (2008) 
Total medals: 5 
Missed Gold by 202 points (2004) 

Jeff and Eric sang in quartets that always 
seemed to be competing against one another 
in the Dixie District. Eric says, “Jeff’s 
quartets usually won”. They became fast 
friends and as their other quartets wound 
down they started talking about “what could 
be”. 
  
The year was 1997. 
  
Riptide started off with Jeff, Tim, Richard 
and Jeff Paulsen. They were all singers in 
the Big Chicken Chorus. They always 
found themselves in the parking lot after 
chorus rehearsals singing Keepsake songs. 
They would literally turn the lights off and 
threaten to lock ‘em in the place around 1am. 
   
When Riptide officially registered, it was 
with Dylan Oxford on bari as Richard had 
never competed on bari. Jeff tells us,  

“Richard wasn't sure if that’s the direction he 
wanted to go. Dylan and Eric had sung 
together in a great quartet called Class of 94 
so they knew each other well”.  
 
After a year, Richard took over as bari, they 
ended up 11th in Anaheim ‘99. 
 
Jeff says; “We couldn't believe it. All we 
wanted was to get to sing four songs and be 
in the top 20. Getting to sing six songs was 
beyond amazing to us. Even though the last 
two songs didn't count because we were mic 
testers on Sat night was a special thrill. The 
next year we were 6th and you would have 
thought we had won the lottery.” 
 
“The next year, we got 4th and I thought we 
were going to die. This was all happening so 
quickly and the progression up the ladder 
seemed like it was going to take us to the top. 
But we stalled out there, ultimately getting 
our highest medal in Louisville as 3rd). 
Dang that Max Q! 89.5 was our average – I 
think that would have won the whole thing 
the previous couple of years.” 
 
“We loved singing chords. That's it. All four 
of us, in any rendition, all loved to ring 
chords. We didn't join barbershop because of 
the uniforms or the fancy stage presence 
moves. We loved to, as Roger Payne said, 
dig in our heels and crank one.” 
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“But it wasn't enough. 
And those around us, 
who were winning, had 
the ability to look 
natural doing it and 
had great musical gifts, 
too. Oh well, maybe in 
a different era.” 

 
“Off the contest stage, we had so much fun 
together. All the guys in Riptide, over the 
years, were brothers and all spend a terrific 
amount of time dedicating themselves to the 
deal. Tim Reynolds, Jeff Selano, Dylan 
Oxford, Eric King, Rick Taylor, Don Barnick 
and Kevin Miles. That last rendition of 
Riptide of Don, Tim, Rick and Kevin was 
amazing.” 
 
“If you missed the 2006 Mid-Winter, you 
didn't get a chance to see it. They never went 
to prelims after the name change fiasco, and 
that was it. The story ended. It was a shame 
because when Tim had Kevin Miles’ voice to 
stand on, his voice opened up another gear 
and there was less push. He needed a bigger 
bass that I just couldn't provide him.” 
 
“That version of Riptide could have won. I 
really believe that. In the end, it was a fun 
journey. We learned a ton and we were able 
to bring that to bear in our next adventures.” 

Riptide won the Dixie District quartet title in 
1998 with Eric sick with allergies. “I 
historically struggled with vocal issues in the 
fall (allergies, etc.) We ended up winning the 
district with me singing about EIGHT notes 
on Saturday night and just pantomiming the 
rest.” 

 
One of the benefits of being is such a good 
quartet is the travel and joy of singing for so 
many different audiences. Eric tells of a 
several special times. “Some of our favorites 
must include our trip to England with the 
Marietta Chorus, singing a show with Dave 
LaBar on lead, all the district schools, 
chapter shows, singing on television in New 
York. 
 
The TOP was in Portland in 2002 when 
Riptide and Power Play went to the Shriners 
Hospital singing room to room, family to 
family, child to child. We went anticipating 
being the entertaining ministers of the day. 
We left being the ones who were ministered 
to. Lots of smiles and tears as grateful 
families told us their stories. I believe we all 
left changed from that day. 
 
Why Didn’t Riptide Win International? 
Frankly, they “didn’t know who they were”. 
Eric honestly admits, “I feel that we didn’t   
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understand what made us special on stage. 
We knew deeply what made us special off 
stage, but when it came to contest… we just 
didn’t understand our identity. You cannot be 
authentically true to yourself if you don’t 
know who that is. We had hundreds of well 
qualified opinions on what we should do and 
who we should be. All of them correct in 
their own way and all of them impossible to 
accomplish simultaneously without a clear 
understanding of “our brand.” You will 
eventually run out of energy chasing the 
opinions of others.” 
 
Regrets? 
Eric tells us, “Yes. When Richard replaced 
Dylan, it was a painful time for all of us. I 
am extremely grateful for my deep friendship 
with Richard. However, there was a lot of 
hurt for Dylan. I wish I could have been 
better (more mature, less pointed, slower to 
speak, etc.) at helping make that transition 
less painful for my friend Dylan. Took us 
several years to get back to a place of real 
friendship. He is a quality guy and an 
amazing musician. That’s one situation I 
would have wanted to call “do over” 
because I personally didn’t do it well.” 
 
“That said, what I received from my Riptide 
experience was worth a lot more than a gold 
medal. They are some of the most caring and 
generous people I have ever had the 
privileged to be associated with in the 
history of ever.” 

Songs 
They competed with many standard 
barbershop songs but also ventured into the 
more contemporary selections. Favorites 
include; You’re the Girl I Love and Beautiful 
Savior. 
 
Members of Riptide went on the serve the 
Society in other ways such as judges, district 
VPs, chapter officers, district school coaches. 
 
There have been so many members of the 
quartet through the years, they talked about 
entering the Small chorus contest. But, 
almost all Riptide alumni have won medals 
with other quartets at International. Jeff 
Selano went on to win with Storm Front in 
2010. 
 
Other Quartets 
Dylan and Eric sang in Class of ’94, Jeff and 
Tim sang in Bandstand. Jeff won with 
Storm Front in 2010. Dylan won 3rd and 4th 
place bronze as tenor with State Line 
Grocery in 2007-2009. 
 
Where Are They Now? 
 
Eric King (T) lives in Boulder, CO and has 
dropped out of the Society and is currently 
pursuing a song writing career. You can find 
his published work via Spotify, iTunes, 
Amazon, etc under the name “Uber-sotano”. 
 
 
Rick Taylor (T) 
He and Susan live in Maryland and sings 
with the MAD Hatters. 
 
 
Tim Reynolds (L) 
He and Amy live in the Atlanta area. He is 
credited with singing with The Zamboni 
Brothers and Momentum. 
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Dylan Oxford (Br) 
Still lives in the Atlanta area. He directs the 
Stone Mountain Chorus, is a certified society 
Music Judge, and is an active coach and 
arranger. In his spare time he dabbles in 
mechanical engineering. 
  
Richard Lewellen (Br) 
Still lives Stephens City, VA and directs the 
Fairfax (VA) Jubil-Aires. 
  
Dr. Jeff Selano (Bs) 
Still lives in the Atlanta area and is still 
active with Storm Front, raising three kids 
and running several businesses. He tells us, 
“All that barbershop singing has been a 
savior, offering a mental sorbet on weekends 
to enjoy harmony and laughter and 
camaraderie”. 
  

Don Barnick (T) 
Lives in Raleigh, NC with wife of 28 years, 
Ellen. They have two grown children. He 
won with 1979 Grandma’s Boys singing 
tenor and again in 1992 with Keepsake 
singing bass. 

Roaring 20s 
District: Johnny Appleseed 
Chapter: Cincinnati Western Hills 
Members: Don Gray / Bob Moorehead (T), Gerry Kelly / Mike 
Connelly (L), Mike Connelly / Ron Riegler (Br), Tom 
Schlinkert / Hobart Smith / Jim Gentil / Nat Comisar (Bs) 
Johnny Appleseed District Quartet Champions 1965 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 19 
Years: 1964 - 1983 
Highest position at Int’l: 3rd (1980) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 24th 
Total medals: 7 
Missed the gold by 376 pts (1980) 

The Roaring 20s were one of the more 
recognizable and venerable quartets in our 
Society’s history. Their 19 appearances ties 
139th Street Quartet for the record of the 
MOST appearances on the International 
contest stage. 
 
They formed in 1958 while each attended 
Cincinnati Elder High School. The original 
members were Ron Riegler on tenor, Pat 
Meehan on lead, Mike Connelly singing 
bari and Tom Schlinkert on bass. They 
became members of the Cincinnati Western 
Hills, Southern Gateway chapter. 
 
They travelled thousands of miles doing 
shows throughout the US (and once in 
Canada) Mike mentions the spectacular show 
in 1965 Pasadena, CA. “It was our first time 
we were invited to sing on the West Coast. 
TV personality and barbershopper Art Baker 
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was the emcee and the show included The 
Suntones, Western Continentals, The 
Golden Staters and us.” 
  
Bob admits, “It’s hard to beat the Anacortes, 
Washington chapter show in July, great 
audiences, a novice quartet contest to judge 
and sing for and, of course, the best salmon 
bake known to mankind, out on the beach - 
fantastic weather”. 
  
They came closest to winning in 1980 where 
they placed 3rd (4340 pts to 4716 pts = 376) 
  
Why didn’t you ever win International?  
Mike tells us, “Too many great quartets got 
in the way”.  

Any regrets? Mike jokingly admits; “Yes, 
too many to mention.” 
 
Roaring 20s Hits 
They released only one 
LP entitled Take 20 (20 
minutes of great songs 
and then some by the 
Roaring 20s).  
 
Released in 1971, it included some of the 
songs of their vast show and contest 
repertoire. One favorite stands out ... One of 
Those Songs was a catchy, fast paced opener 
that fit the Roaring 20s perfectly. The LP 
includes Show Me Where The Good Times 
Are, Paddlin’ Madeline Home, Melancholy 
Baby, Michael, Row The Boat Ashore, 
Michelle, When I’m 64, Cabaret, Happy 
Days Are Here Again, What Kind of Fool Am 
I, Applause. 
 
 
Other contest songs included: Don't Bring 
Lulu, I Never See Maggie Alone, As Long As 
She Loves Me, Dearie, Little Pal, Georgia / 
Sweet Georgia Brown (Medley),  
St. Patrick's Day Parade, Darktown 
Strutters’ Ball, My Wild Irish Rose, He's A 
Cousin Of Mine, The Band Played On, 
Indiana (Back Home Again) and By The 
Beautiful Sea-On Boardwalk Medley. 
 
Going by audience reaction and the number 
of requests (still today) is I Fell In With Evil 
Companions.  
 
When asked what his favorite quartet song 
was, Mike replied, “A whole list as long as 
your arm, arranged by Don Gray”. 
 
Bob says “We stopped competing because we 
leveled off and stopped improving, while 
others did improve and went around us”.  
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The only advantage of NOT winning was 
getting more exposure and more gigs and 
chapter shows. The Roaring 20s disbanded in 
1983. It didn’t take. 
 
Retired? NO 
They “re-assembled” in 1995 so the Roaring 
20s are “still Roarin”! A foursome of 
Moorehead, Kelly, Connelly and bass Nat 
Comisar still perform three or four shows a 
year. 
 
Riegler, Schlinkert*, Gray**, Moorehead*** 
were very active in the Society’s judging 
program and gained Emeritus status.  Don 
Gray is one of the Society's premier 
arrangers. 
 
* served on the 1989 and 1998 International  
    contest judging panel. 
** served on the 1985, 92, 93 and 1999 International  
    contest judging panel. 
*** served on the 1981, 1998 and 2008 International  
    contest judging panel. 
 
Most also sang in many other quartets 
through the years: 
Don Gray - His Master's Voice 
Tom Schlinkert - Good Time Singers 
Mike Connelly - The Naturals, New 
Harmony Four, Way Back When (with son 
Joe) 
Bob Moorehead – Rumors, The Naturals, 
Act IV, Bandwagon 
Jim Gentil - New Harmony Four, The 
Naturals (placed 3rd in 1990) 

Where ARE They Now? 
 
Ron Riegler died on December 7, 1977 at 
the age of age 34 after a three year battle 
with cancer. During the 1977 contest he was 
in such ill health they got him to the edge of 
the stage via wheelchair to save his strength. 
He walked on stage and performed without 
anyone suspecting. They medaled that year. 
 
Tom Schlinkert died of a heart attack on 
December 18, 2005 he was 63. 
 
Jim Gentil died January 5, 2012 at the age 
of 76 (You can find more information in a previous issue of 
PRESERVATION). 
 
The others are retired and still live in the 
Cincinnati, Ohio area and are all current 
Society members. Nat Comisar is in real 
estate. 
 
Roaring 20s are members of the Johnny 
Appleseed District’s Hall of Fame. 
 
Many have sung with the Southern Gateway 
Chorus throughout the years of all of their 
International contest appearances. 
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Saturday Evening Post 
District: Rocky Mountain / Southwestern District 
Chapter: Denver and Colorado Springs, CO, Bolton Landing, 
NY, Houston and Plano, TX and Frank Thorne  
Members: Scott McCarthy / Scott Delude / John Sherburn (T), 
Allen Gasper (L), Bobby Gray Jr. (Br), Chris Richards / Brian 
Beck / Tom Wilkie (Bs) 
Years: 1997 - 2011 
1998 Rocky Mountain District quartet champs 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 8 
Highest position at Int’l: 5th (2004) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 13th 
Total medals: 1 

Saturday Evening Post began in 1997 with 
Scott Delude, Allen Gasper, Bobby Gray 
and Chris Richards. They first sang together 
at a chapter meeting’s  “afterglow” All were 
veteran quartet men. Allen had sung bass 
with Basin Street Quartet from New 
Orleans. 
 
Bobby came with a gold medal from The 
New Tradition (1985) and Chris and Scott 
from several district level quartets. 
 
The quartet brought on more gold when 
members John Sherburn (The New 
Tradition) and 
Brian Beck (The 
Dealer’s Choice 
and Side Street 
Ramblers) joined 
the quartet. 
 

Brian is also the only man to sing in the top 
ten at International on ALL four parts. 
Doo Dads – 1968 - Tenor – 7th 
Dealer’s Choice – 1973 - Baritone – FIRST 
Side Street Ramblers – 1983 - Lead – FIRST 
Great Stage Robbery - 1995 - Bass - 7th 
Saturday Evening Post – 2004 - Bass – 5th 
 
Scott came from various RMD District level 
quartets.  
 
There was no doubt that this combination 
was going to be special. Bobby explains; 
“When we formed, we were all members (I, 
the director) of the Denver Tech Sound of the 
Rockies Chorus and represented the Rocky 
Mountain District. The quartet a few years 
thereafter was to become a part and 
represent the Southwestern District”  
[due to some contest administrative issues with RMD - ed]. 
 
Due to their popularity SEP traveled the 
world including England, Australia, China, 
Sweden and New Zealand and almost every 
state in the Union and Canada. 
 
These travels remain their most cherished 
memories with highlights like: At a joint 
contest with SNOBS and the Swedish Sweet 
Adelines Region. SEP sang a beautiful 
traditional Swedish Song, “Kom Du Ljuva”. 
They received an extended and emotional 
standing ovation. 
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Saturday Evening Post were coaches and the 
featured quartet at many district music 
schools including Harmony College East 
(Mid-Atlantic District). They probably 
appeared at more HEP weekends than any 
other quartet. As an added plus there were 
also three certified judges in the group! 
 
Bobby recalls, “We did a bus tour of New 
Zealand ... travelled 1000 miles around all 
New Zealand, stopping at little towns and 
chapters, doing a coaching gig that always 
culminated in a show for everyone.  I think 
we did around 15 performances in ten days.  
The people were the best and their 
hospitality was incredible.” 
 

SEP @ Int’l 
1999 = 13th 
2000 = 11th 
2001 = 10th 
2002 = 9th 
2003 – 10th 
2004 = 5th 
2005 = 7th 
2006 = 7th 

 
Why Didn’t They WIN International?  
That depends on what you mean by winning. 
“When we were able to see the smiles of kids 
and their parents alike coming to us to get 
their Mardi Gras beads and saying things  

like ... "We come every year to see what you 
guys are going to do" ... well ... that's 
winning. 
 
When people tell us that the judges are crazy 
and that we won in their minds ... that's a big 
win. (We managed to fool them!). 
 
They admit that they decided to focus on 
showmanship. They had “trouble getting 
everything lined up vocally”. Bobby 
suggests, “Frankly ... as a judge in the 
system as it is ... that is ... more focused on 
the "science of sound", there is no way that a 
quartet like SEP will ever win.  We just didn't 
fit. 
 
With such experience in the quartet and with 
such a great showings at Internationals, there 
was a certain level of expectation from their 
audiences, “We entertained the hell out of 
them, we had a great time.” 
 
Being remembered is winning in our eyes. 
People to this day come up to me and say 
they miss the Mardi Gras parties or they still 
remember those "outfits" that we wore. 
 
They tell me that they would always look 
forward to us because they thought we would 
do something entertaining ... and "envelope 
pushing".  That's winning! 
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Being able to coach literally across the globe 
and helping others.  That's winning in our 
hearts. 
 
While the quartet did so many unique songs 
and parodies it’s hard to pick the “best” but 
many point to Allen’s solo from Les 
Misérables (Bring Him Home and On My 
Own) and Scotty’s solo on Bring Him Home. 
 
In contests they are best known for their 
creative packages such as their 2004 “hobo 
set” (stolen from Bobby’s Seattle Sound 
quartet) and the generous distribution of 
Mardi Gras beads on and off stage. 
 
One of their most popular songs must have 
been “Tin Roof Blues” based on all the other 
quartets who emulated SEP by singing it 
themselves. Their New Orleans sets were 
always a big hit (especially on shows where 
Allen was the Ragin' Cajun and would tell 
his Uncle Nun stories). 
 
Tommy Wilkie joined SEP in 2006 on bass. 
He also sang with Seattle Sound (with 
Bobby) and was the replacement bass of the 
Most Happy Fellows (among other famous 
quartets in the Northwest). 
 
Even with Expenses Only shows, the call for 
SEP dwindled steadily when they stopped 
competing. 
 

Bobby confesses, 
“With SEP, we 
sang primarily for 
the enjoyment of 
our audiences and 
the reciprocal love 
that we received in 
return from those 
a u d i e n c e s . 
Wi n n i n g  w a s 
A L W A Y S 
secondary to the 
gift giving of music 
and the love folks shared with us when we 
performed. Quartets who have winning as 
their priority often struggle after they've 
achieved that goal because, frankly, our 
system doesn’t provide them with incentive to  
continue ... that is ... what’s more to win?  It’s 
sad to see quartets form ... work really hard 
on their vowels, win, and drift off in the 
distance within one or two years of winning, 
because for them, that was it.” 
 
Any regrets? “NO - It was a great ride.” 
 
One should note that for their last five years, 
SEP proved their love for the organization 
(unbeknownst to many) by performing 
throughout the country at chapter shows for 
Expenses Only. They asked that chapters to 
make a donation of their choice to the 
Harmony Foundation. It is believed that this 
generous SEP project raised thousands of 
dollars for the Society. 
 
The quartet officially disbanded after their 
last show in April of 2011 with a standing 
ovation at the Stevens Point, WI show and 
as usual, we closed the afterglow / glimmer 
at around 3am! 
 
Tenor Scott McCarthy moved to Toronto 
making the distances a challenge. Of course, 
this caused them to rehearse more  
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infrequently. The fun and brotherhood of 
meeting once a week, learning new songs, 
and sharing good times had really begun, in a 
very natural way, winding down. 
 
Bobby and Allen dropped out of the judging 
program so interests were focused elsewhere. 

Bobby is still in Colorado Springs and an 
avid 5th Wheeler and uses most Barbershop 
weekends to take the rig out with Terri and 
the dogs. 
 
Allen has become a top horseman and 
purchased a ranch where he “rides into the 
sunset”. 
 
Scotty is still singing in quartets back with 
the FIXX in Toronto. 
 
Tommy is still in Colorado Springs and they 
get together often with him and his wife. 
 
There’s casual talk about Bobby, Tommy, 
Brian and Allen and forming a country 
western group. 
 
Scott Delude and Chris Richards are both 
active in Denver Mile High Sound of the 
Rockies chorus. 
 
SEP was a very popular show quartet and 
offered their services for much less than 
most. Thanks to Bobby, they had a great,  

well rehearsed, yet spontaneous show 
package and word on such a bargain and 
entertaining show gets around. They did as 
many shows (or more) than most gold medal 
champs having only received ONE medal 
(5th) in their career. 
 
Many members went on to serve the Society 
in other ways. Allen, Bobby, and Brian 
judged for about 20 years each. Brian was 
AIC President twice for two years each term. 
All three of us directed choruses. Bobby 
directed San Diego and Denver and was the 
Technical Director of several AIC shows. 
Allen directed Denver and Colorado 
Springs. Brian directed Vocal Majority, 
Dallas Big D, South Bay and Colorado 
Springs. 
 
Brian won the 2008 International Seniors 
Quartet Championship with Eureka! 
 
Scott Delude won another Rocky Mountain 
District championship with The Crew in 
2011 
  

Where Are They Now? 
Allen is the Senior Partner of Gasper Law 
Group. 
   

Bobby is the Administrator of the firm. 
  

Brian is the bass section leader of the Sound 
of the Rockies chorus. 
   

Johnny Sherburn - Retired X-ray Tech is still 
performing with Jazz Groups and a 
Professional Actor in LA! 
  

Tommy Wilkie - Shipping Manager, 
Manufacturing Company 
  

Scott Delude – Still In Denver doing 
something and singing around. 
  

Scott McCarthy – Still one of the finest 
Tenor voices in the Society and looking for 
that “magic” Gold Medal combination. 
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Sundowners 
District: Illinois District 
Chapter: South Cook, IL, New London, CT, Cincinnati, OH 
Members: Greg Wright / Jack Hayes (T), Larry Wright (L), 
Doug Miller / Greg Wright (Br), Dave Brady / Doug Smith 
(Bs) 
1965 Illinois District quartet championship 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 6 
Years: 1966 – 1972 
Highest position at Int’l: 2nd (2X) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 5th 
Total medals: 6 (of 6 appearances) 
Missed the gold by 34 points (1971) 

The Sundowners are legendary for their 
progressive song selection and tight and 
clean harmonies. This skill of singing earned 
them SIX consecutive medals at 
International. But competition isn’t their only 
claim to fame. 
 
They formed in 1966 and represented South 
Cook, IL chapter in the beginning and 
several chapters throughout their career. The 
original members were Greg Wright (T), 
Larry Wright (L), Doug Miller (Br) and 
Dave Brady (Bs) 
 
In December of 1968 Jack Hayes joined the 
quartet on tenor when Greg had moved to 
baritone. These guys were talented enough to 
switch parts – learn songs fast (great ear  

singers) and have an 
inspirational impact on the 
Society. 
 
A Trivia Rich Quartet 
Doug Miller is one of 13 
m e n  t o  me d a l  a t 
International with as many as three different 
quartets (Sundowners - Baritone, Avant 
Garde - Bass, Sound Tracks - Baritone). 
 
Doug Smith is a FIVE time Illinois District 
quartet champ (Friends (1980), Piper’s 
Alley (1991), Echo Lane (1993), Skyline 
(2005), Stolen Basses (2006). 
 
Greg Wright is one of nine men to have 
won all five International Quartet Medals. 
He is the only one to do it in order. He sang 
with the Sundowners (5th Place in 1966, 4th 
Place in 1967 and 1968, 3rd Place in 1969, 
2nd Place in 1970 and 1971) and with 
Chicago News (2nd Place in 1980, 1st Place 
in 1981). 
 
Doug remembers working the 1968 
Cincinnati convention. He was a back stage 
quartet “runner” for the contests. He got to 
escort the Sundowners through the rooms 
prior to leading them to the wings. “Later 
that summer, at the Southern Gateway 
Chorus rehearsal, the chapter president read 
a letter from the Sundowners that they were 
looking for a bass to fill in for Dave, due to 
his being drafted into the army. With the 
encouragement of the Roaring ‘20s, namely 
Ron Reigler, I applied for the job and they 
asked me to join the quartet.” 
 
Greg Wright tells us this story about his 
“infamous bar fight” during the 1968 
convention in Cincinnati; “A guy 10 years 
my senior pulled a gun on me because his 
girlfriend was smiling at me in the nightclub 
attached to the hotel we were staying at.  
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There must have been 100 Barbershoppers at 
the place. He had it in his hand in the pocket 
of his coat and came up behind me and 
pushed me out the door that I was standing 
near while talking to a group of fellow 
singers.  
 
He had his pocket hand stuck in my back and 
said “keep movin’”! I didn’t know if he had a 
gun or not, and once outside I thought it best 
not to leave the place with all those 
Barbershoppers (hopefully “help”) there. So, 
I turned and used a judo move I had recently 
learned at college and pinned him up against 
a building wall with his hand still in his 
pocket.  
 
By then a huge crowd had gathered and I 
had him so he couldn’t move. So after a few 
minutes when I was confident that he wasn’t 
going to do anything, I let him go and he 
pulled from his pocket a small automatic 
hand gun.  
 
Dave Brady who was standing in the crowd 
yells out to the guy, “Hey buddy, why don’t 
ya shoot all of us!” The guy and I exchanged 
a couple of words and then he and I went our 
separate ways.  
 
Ah, the joy of singing in a quartet, eh? 
 
Then there was the time (at the LA 
Convention in ‘67) that Greg came down to 
the lobby of their hotel. He saw their coach, 
Lyle Pilcher, standing there talking to some 
guy. Lyle says, “Hey Greg, 
come here I want to 
introduce you to someone.” 
He proceeds to introduce 
him to S.K. Grundy 
(famous coach - Orphans, 
Pitchikers, etc.) and famous 
arranger as well! 

Greg said, “Well, Mr. Grundy, I’ve been 
hoping to one day meet you”. We talked a 
while and I related the story to him that I had 
written him many months ago to ask if he 
would kindly consider arranging a song for 
us. But, I had never heard back from him. 
After I was through with my story, he reached 
into the breast pocket of his sports coat and 
pulled out several papers and handed it to 
me. Lyle was smiling ear to ear as I opened 
the papers. Low and behold, it was a brand 
new song he had written especially for us. It 
was called “Each Time I Fall in Love”. On 
the score he had written “Written for the 
Sundowners”. I can’t tell you how excited I 
was.” 
 
“By then my brother Larry had showed up 
and we were both jumping out of our skin! 
Since we were all fast learners, we excused 
ourselves and immediately went up stairs to 
our room, rounded up the other guys in the 
quartet and right there and then learned the 
song. After an hour we came down, rounded 
up SK and Lyle and sang it for them. Right 
away Lyle started working on it with us and 
we refined it right there in the bar of the 
hotel!” 

Hit Song? 
Their BEST song might have been Little 
Green Apples. They had LOTS of requests 
for this song and it “sold” their LPs. So did 
Goin’ Out Of My Head, Do You Know The  
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Way To San Jose?, Didn’t We and Up Up And 
Away.  
 
Another great song was When I Look in Your 
Eyes. Greg did the solo. It was so good he 
also performed it with his gold medal 
quartet, Chicago News. 
 
All were exquisite arrangements from the 
fertile mind of Larry Wright. This set the 
Sundowners apart from all the others. 
 
The Sundowners repertoire was certainly 
unique and more contemporary than most. 
 
Another “hit” was the Nighthawks version 
of Hillbilly Auctioneer. It was also a real 
crowd pleaser! 
 
In a quirk of fate – The Sundowners sang on 
the Bloomington, IL show. Also on the show 
were The Roaring ‘20s. Doug’s brother, 
Hobart, was singing bass with the 20s. Both 
appear on the 1971 contest LP as they were 
both in the top ten that year. 
 
The Sundowners finally disbanded in 1972. 
The very last chapter show was in the spring 
of 1972 for the Elgin, IL Chapter at the 
Hemmens Auditorium. 
 
Doug Smith says, “Although we never won 
the gold, it was enough for me that, through 
the years, hundreds of barbershoppers told 
me personally that they thought we should 
have. It was, by far, the best barbershop 
experience of my life.” 
 
Why Didn’t You Win International? 
Doug tells us, “The quartet decided to 
pursue the commercial music field after the 
1971 International contest. It would have 
been very nice to have won the gold medal 
but, to this day, fans will find us and 
compliment us on the performances that we  

sang for audiences from coast to coast, and 
the contest appearances we made”. 
 
Greg has a little different point of view: 
“There was a significant undercurrent of 
negativism towards us by some judges and 
those who were “Barbershop purists”. We 
were all young and were singing 
contemporary current songs in a Barbershop 
style (ala the Suntones) which Larry was 
arranging for us.”  

 
“It was a 
double-edge 
s w o r d 
b e c a u s e 
although the 
audiences ate 
it up (we 
r e c e i v e d 

tremendous accolades) certain political types 
in the society didn’t like it one bit. I’m sure 
we paid the price (contest wise) for choosing 
the show material we did. But hey, we didn’t 
care, the audiences loved it.” 
 
One of their claims to fame was competing 
on a 1960s TV show, The All American 
College Show (a precursor to today’s 
American Idol). It was a show where three 
TV or movie stars were the judging panel 
and then they had a special star as the final 
award presenter. The Sundowners won two 
of the three rounds they were in. 
 
They were flown out to LA several times to 
compete. In the final contest, they were on 
with a group called the Carpenter Trio 
(Karen and Richard Carpenter). Neither of 
them won that final round. 
 
Throughout their career they met some giant 
stars, like John Wayne, Vera Miles, Ernest 
Borgnine and Shari Lewis. 
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Other quartets: 
Greg Wright  
Chicago News 
(1981 Champions) 
Greg also went on 
to direct the West 
Suburban Sweet 
Adeline Chorus to 
a  d i s t r i c t 
championship. 
 
Larry Wright  
California Gentry, 139th Street Quartet 
 
Doug Miller  
Soundtracks, Avant Garde 
 
Dave Brady  
Saturday’s Heroes, Avant Garde 
 
Jack Hayes  
Musical Mates 
 
Doug Smith  
Common Ground, Echo Lane, Piper’s Alley, 
Benchmarks, Heart of Chicago, Friends, 
Chicago Express, Saturday’s Heroes, Corkers 
and Stolen Basses. He also served as a 
certified judge and was a long-time director 
for the Elgin Chapter. 
 
 

Vagabonds 
District: Pioneer District 
Chapters: Lansing / Detroit #1 / Oakland County, Michigan 
Members: Jack Stephen / Ken Gibson (T), Dennis Gore (L), 
Clay Shumard / Tony Scooros (Br), Norman Thompson (Bs) 
1969 Pioneer District Quartet champs 
Number International Contest Stage Appearances: 8 
Years: 1968 – 1979 
Highest position at Int’l: 2 (1976) 
Lowest position at Int’l: 17 (1971) 
Total medals: 3 
Missed the Gold by 177 points  

The Vagabonds were one of the most 
popular quartets as they were very 
personable and presented a special 
understanding of what was good music and 
harmony. They sang together for 10 years. 
 
“While never winning the gold medal, the 
Vagabonds were yet one of the top quartets 
of all time. Their harmony was superb, and 
their delivery of phrases exuded an elegance 
that is emulated still today.” - David Wright 
 
They began in 1968 with Jack Stephen, 
Dennis Gore, Tony Scooros and Norman 
Thompson. They were all active members of 
Lansing / Oakland County, Michigan 
chapters. Just a chapter quartet, they 
certainly exceeded expectations. 
 
In their first contest, the April 1969 Pioneer 
District International Prelims, they surprised 
themselves and actually qualified for the ‘69 
Saint Louis International. Unfortunately Jack 
was transferred and they were not allowed to 
compete with a replacement tenor. 
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Ken Gibson was selected and they soon won 
the Pioneer District championship with the 
new line up. This combination sang for the 
next ten years representing the Pioneer 
district for the next eight Internationals. 
 
Ken tells us, “After two years of coaching 
with Carl Dalhke (AutoTowners bass / 1966 
Champs), he introduced us to his friend and 
coach Lyle Pilcher. This was the start of a 
mentor, father, coach relationship that lasted 
until (and beyond) our retirement. Lyle was a 
masterful technician; his outstanding gift for 
interpreting a song put the “artistry” in our 
music. He insisted that every phrase be sung 
with control, beauty and warmth – never 
forced or pushed. If it wasn’t pretty, FIX 
IT!!” 
 
They placed 17th in 1971 and followed that 
with the rest of their 7 appearances in the top 
ten placing 2nd in 1976 only missing the gold 
medals by 177 points. 

Norm admits, “We probably got more 
mileage out of that silver medal than anyone 
else.” 
 
In 1974 Tony stepped down and was 
replaced by Clay who had never sung bari 
before. Eight months later he helped the 
Vagabonds win their first International 
contest medal. 
 
They performed on numerous shows 
nationwide (both Men’s and Women’s 
chapters). They also appeared on several TV 
and radio shows. The highlight was on 
September 20, 1976 the Vagabonds appeared 
on the nationally syndicated Phil Donahue 
Show taped in Chicago. They sang Welcome 
Back To Dixieland, Who’s In The Strawberry 
Patch With Sally and My Baby Just Cares 
For Me. 
 
Then out of the blue, Phil says: “I think I can 
do this.” So he launches into “Let Me Call 
You Sweetheart” and they chime in behind 
him. The audience went wild. 
 
Also on the show 
were two Sweet 
Adeline quartet 
champio n ,  The 
Front Office Four 
(‘75 SAI Queens) 
and Stereo Sound 
(Regional winners). 
The show was seen 
by millions across 
the country. 
 
Ken and Vicki (bass of the Front Office 
Four, 1975 SAI champs) met and sang 
together in college music classes; they 
married in 1968. Both quartets had done a 
show together that weekend – and stopping 
in Chicago on the way home was a perfect 
ending to their weekend. 
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To end the Donahue show, the Vagabonds 
and the Front Office Four combined to 
perform an 8-part arrangement of Lida Rose / 
Will I Ever Tell You. 
  
The quartet recorded two LPs (including 8-
tracks and cassettes). 
1975 - Vagabonds - For Lovers Only 
1977 - Standing Room Only  
(each cost only $6.00) 

All their music (28 tracks) is available on a 
double CD titled: If Once More I Could 
Listen. It’s STILL available at the Harmony 
Marketplace, BHS stock #2554. 
   
They retired in June of 1979 surrendering to 
career, school and family demands. The 
Lansing chapter hosted a special farewell 
banquet for the quartet with hundreds of 
barbershoppers attending. 
   

In 1986 they reunited for a reunion show 
hosted by the East Point Sweet Adeline 
chapter. Both baris (Clay and Tony) 
performed. They closed with an encore - 
singing a “favorites” medley, as a quintet! 
   
Ken said, “We still continue to wear our 
silver medals with pride and greatly treasure 
the privilege to do so”. (Harmonizer 2007) 

They were one of the first to create a theme 
between three sets at International. 

In 1978 they appeared as bums in the first 
set, better off in the second as slicked up ego 
maniacs in zoot suits and in tuxes in the third 
with appropriate songs to create a bit of 
theatre with their contest sets – risky as there 
was no guarantee they would qualify for the 
next round. 
 
Best Songs 
The Little Boy 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot 
Who’s In The Strawberry Patch With Sally 
Until Its Time For You To Go 
 
Where Are They Now? 
 
Jack Stephen (T) 
Jack sang with the Chordusters and became 
JAD champs in ’71 and appeared in several 
Internationals. They also made a tour week 
long tour of the Far East with Bob Hope’s 
USO Christmas tour in 1972. 
 
In 1970, at his young age of 26 Jack 
contracted testicular cancer. Jack died an 
agonizing death from cancer of his tongue, 
throat and jaw. He had lost the entire left side 
of his face, jaw and neck. He reportedly died 
in 1987 at the age of 43. 
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Clay Shumard (Br) 
Sadly we lost Clay on October 27th, 2012 at 
the age of 71. He bravely battled cancer for 
seven years. Clay’s singing career began in 
his high school’s competition choir and 
continued at the University of Detroit. He 
later served as vocalist for the Peter Palmer 
Band. Prior to the Vagabonds, Clay had a 
great run as lead of The Sharplifters, a fine 
singing and highly entertaining foursome 
from Detroit. After the Vagabond retirement, 
Clay soon joined an up-and-coming quartet 
named The Ritz. He sang and competed with 
them placing as high as high as 6th place at 
the International Contest. The Ritz went to 
win in 1991 with DJ Hiner on bari. He also 
directed the Great Lakes Chorus in Grand 
Rapids in the 1970s and 1980s. 
 
In the early 90s, Clay and Ken sang together 
in Opening Night, a quartet where they took 
turns signing both lead and bari. Norm sang 
bass and Jim Johnson of the Grand Rapids, 
MI chapter sang on top. They qualified in ’92 
for the International in New Orleans and 
later won the ’92 Pioneer District 
Championship. After moving to Tennessee, 
Clay sang in a variety of quartets and had 
success many competitions. 
 
Dennis Gore (L) 
Denny passed away December 30, 2012 at 
age 70. He had struggled for years with 
numerous health issues, including 
complications of the liver, heart, lungs and 
all that accompanies diabetes. 
 
Following the Vagabonds, Denny 
immediately joined Center Stage and earned 
a 4th place medal in their first International 
Contest. He then went on to earn three 
consecutive Silver medals. 
 
For a number of years he continued singing 
with a few District Championship foursomes,  

until the ’95 Champs, Marquis called him 
up to service. The quartet was devastated by 
the untimely death of their lead singer Randy 
Chisholm, but after a long period of 
mourning, decided to continue singing. As 
expected, Denny met the challenge and 
completed a three-year run with the quartet. 
This, of course, still did not put a gold medal 
around his neck, but it did allow him to 
become an associate member of the 
prestigious AIC, a place where he certainly 
belonged many years before!! He was 
welcomed with open arms. 
 
He also sang with a successful senior quartet 
champions, Antiques Roadshow. 
 
Gore is thought by many to be the greatest 
lead in our history. 
 
Ken Gibson (T) age 67  
Ken and Vicki still live in East Lansing. 
They have been married 44 years. He retired 
in 1999 after 32 years in public school 
education. For the past six years he has been 
working with the children ministry of Trinity 
Church of Lansing, MI. He’s also a part of 
Trinity’s Celebrate Recovery Ministry where 
he trains members wishing to join the 
leadership team. CR is a nationally (and now 
worldly) recognized faith-based recovery  
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program for the hurts, habits and hang-ups of 
life that many of us struggle with. 
 
He also sang with Opening Night. Their 
oldest daughter, Kendra Gibson LaPointe, 
won a gold medal and crown with the 2006 
SAI Champions SPOTLIGHT - this came 

30 years after her mother won. Daughter 
Brooke joined them making up the Gibson 
Family Quartet in 1985 and they performed 
many shows and conventions including 
shows throughout Australia and New 
Zealand during a three-week tour in 2005 
with Vicki’s SAI Water Wonderland 
Chorus. 
 
All four of them fell in love with other forms 
of a cappella music, too. In the mid-90s, 
Ken, Vicki and Kendra hooked up with a 
Detroit ensemble named Fanfare. It was 
composed of sixteen guys and gals, all of 
them experienced barbershop quartet folks. 
They sang the greatest arrangements by some 
of the world’s top a cappella groups. 
 
Tony Scooros (Br) 
Tony also sang in the 1966 Pioneer District 
champ, Close Chorders (with Norm on 
bass) 
 
In 1974, Tony and the Vagabonds came in a 
close 6th, almost making the top 5 (-39 pts). 
He had to drop out soon after and wasn’t  

with the quartet when they did medal. A 
special medal was presented to him by the 
quartet and he wore it proudly and took it 
with him to his grave. He died of brain 
cancer in 1988 – he was 60 years old. 
 
Ken adds; “Tony was absolutely the most 
outgoing and friendly person I’ve ever 
known. He knew everyone and they knew and 
loved him. He owned his own business and 
was an outstanding salesman. Besides his 
vocal talents, he was quite a sailor. Even 
after an exhausting weekend quartet job, 
he’d come home and head for Lake St. Claire 
with his boat. He was older than any of us – 
but with twice the energy. I loved him and I 
miss him!” 
 
Norman Thompson (Bs) 72 
Still lives in Michigan and sang with the 
Macomb County Chapter Guardians of 
Harmony chorus and also enjoyed singing 
vocal jazz with Prime Vocal Jazz sextet and 
Vocal Montage (with Ken) sextet. He is 
retired from his work as an estimator for a 
lumbering company. He and Susan have 
been married 11 plus years and have 4 
children and 8 grand children.  

Reunited - The Vagabonds visit the BHS Headquarters In 
Nashville. Here they sit in front of the huge lobby mural with 

their younger selves behind, (in the white suits, big lapels) 
looking over them. 



Late News - As We Go To Press 

RIP Don Beinema 1921-2013 
The great bass, Don Beinema, has passed. 
Don sang with the Four Statesmen and won 
his gold in 1967. He had been in ill health for 
many years and wheelchair bound for the 
past 15 years. He had fallen recently and 
taken to the VA hospital. He suffered from 
spinal, lung, heart and blood issues. 
 
He died on January 17 around 6pm. 
 
He recently attending the 2010 International 
Convention in Philadelphia and took great 
pleasure in singing with the AIC (Champs) 
Chorus. Don had been the second-oldest 
living past quartet champion. Don was 91. 
 
Don and his wife Ann were married for 
almost 40 years (no children). There are now 
two surviving members of the Four 
Statesmen (Dick Chacos (Lead) and Doc 
Sause (Br). 
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During the contest in Denver (2007) MaxQ 
competed in their fourth consecutive 
International placing SECOND all three 
previous times – The audience was rooting 
for them to FINALLY win. We enjoyed them 
poking fun at themselves and this “close but 
no cigar” history. They performed Here’s to 
the Losers - Bless Us All - a customized 
song written by FRED’s Clay Hine. Here is 
a sample of the lyrics that paid tribute to 
many of the quartets we’re featured here. 
 

Here’s to the Losers - Bless Us All 
Here’s to the Nighthawks and the Pacificaires -- we love that 
Sundowners sound  
To the Vagabonds and all of the greats that never won the 
crown. 
Here’s to the Losers - Bless Us All. 
Here’s to the winners all of us can be unless you finish second 
place three years in a row. 
Here’s to those who love to sing but may not always do their 
best. 
Here’s to those who try to make the grade but just can’t pass 
the test. 
Here’s to those who don’t sing for a score but because they 
have a ball. 
Here’s to the Losers - Bless Us All. 
 
Honorable Mentions 
Yes, this list will NEVER be complete. Yeah, 
we know - we should have included these 
great quartets (and several more) but didn’t. 
 

Kansas City Barberpole Cats, The Four 
Chorders, Uptown Sound and Vaudeville 

Don Beinema - second from left. 
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Chapters Seek Historians 

Does YOUR Chapter have a  
Historian? 

We’re pleased to see so many chapters identifying the importance of 
their past by appointing and supporting a chapter historian position. 
Each group has its own unique history and it should be preserved and 
promoted. Everyone agrees but the hard part is finding the right guy. 
Sometimes overlooked is the fact that this member doesn’t necessarily 
need to be the “old guy.”  In many cases the chapter leadership just 
needs to ASK! 
 
As an example, one such chapter put this announcement out to its 
membership: 
 
“Your chapter president and the board are seeking an individual who 
would be interested in taking the role of Chapter Historian, working 
with the Society Historian, in compiling and updating the information 
about our long-lived, and unique history. If you are interested, contact 
any member of the Board of Directors, or drop a reply to this email.” 
 
There are now several documents for historians available on the 
Society website: 
 
• A Manual for District and Chapter Historians 
• How to be a Successful Historian 
• Reunions 101 
 
So, does YOUR chapter have a Historian? Ask your leadership if 
you’re not sure. You might be surprised to find the guy just waiting to 
be asked. You might find it’s a rewarding job which benefits the 
membership with little or no cost to the chapter. 
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Our goal is to maintain and promote our Heritage. We do so by maintaining the 
largest collection of Society and Barbershop Harmony artifacts on the planet. 
Despite our best efforts the archives is still in the “storage stage”. Since the move 
from Harmony Hall in Kenosha, WI we’ve not been able to find enough Society 
money to get done what’s needed. 
 
We dream of the day the vast collection is available to the membership for 
education and research. We have a plan in place and are working it as we can. 
 
We have the full support of the HQ staff and the Society Board of Directors but 
funds are scarce. We can only succeed by generating donations from those 
interested in preserving our past. 
 
 
 
 
 
Harmony Foundation has a special fund set up to earmark your donations for the 
Archives. We encourage you to give what you can. (No donation is too small.) 
 
To direct your donation to the Archives you MUST point it to the  

“Heritage Fund” 
  

Go to the Harmony Foundation website www.harmonyfoundation.org 
 – on the top tool bar click on “Ways To Give” and then “General Donations”. Fill 
in the form and be sure to add, under notes ... Heritage Fund. 

We appreciate all your support and plan to continue our work for a long time. 

Help Preserve Your Heritage 

The Archives Committee Needs 
YOUR Support! 

Phone: 615-823-5611 or 866-706-8021 
Fax: 615-823-5612 

Email: hf@harmonyfoundation.org 
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